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Anna Miller Spitz 

Before anyone thought of a Diamond Jubilee Celebration, Anna Miller Spitz was keeping 
the history of our town. Without acknowledgement, without attention, Anna recorded and 
preserved precious mementoes of our heritage for most of her 86 years. 

This daughter of Jacob Miller was among the first generation of children born in Griffith. 
After marrying George P. Spitz, another town pioneer, she raised 6 children to maturity. 

Active in St. Mary Church throughout her life she was instrumental in founding the parish. 

Family, music, and the church made up the center of Anna’s life. Her interest in history 
was more than an elderly lady’s reminiscings of the past. Her desire was to teach the 
young of the struggles of our past in order to help them meet the challenges of the future. 

As she opened her scrapbooks to us, her enthusiasm increased until we too were affected. 

She eagerly awaited the publication of this book. 

Unfortunately, that was not to be. Anna Miller Spitz passed away on December 29th, 

1978 while on winter vacation in Arizona. 

To Anna who made it possible, we dedicate this book. 

“SING A SONG OF GRIFFITH” 

Sing a song of Griffith. 

Sing it loud yvith glee. 

Our Town is celebrating 
Its Diamond Jubilee. 

Sing a song of gratitude 
For Blessings from above. 

For Families. Friends, and Visitors; 

They all — we dearly love. 

Let’s sing a song of yesteryear. 

Yes — sing it loud with glee. 

Thanks to the clan-who tilled this land. 

For folks like you and me. 

Sing praises to our Heavenly King. 

His guidance they did seek. 

Their Faith was strong — their labors long. 

Our gratitude we sing. 

Let 's sing a song of present days 
Of folks who serve us well. 

Town Dads are they — to them we say 
Our thanks to one and all. 

Let s sing a song of future years. 

Of Griffith our Home Town. 

God grant us Peace, Good Will, less fears. 
Hallelujah, let us sing! 

- ANNA MILLER SPITZ 
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Many Thanks .. . 


. . . to the families who contributed their family photos and memorabilia to this book. Their 
cooperation has made for a richer more meaningful history. Their patience with the 
writers and researchers during interviews is appreciated. Their willingness to share 
recollections even to intimate family details made an invaluable contribution to the book. 

Griffith senior citizens were especially helpful, but this project has received assistance 
from every age group from the oldest living resident to the youth of our town. 

Among our predecessors in developing the town’s history are the Women’s Club and 
the Yo-Hoes, a garden club who began their efforts in the 1950’s when Griffith turned 50. 
More impetus for the project came from the Community Spirit’s Historical Committee when 
they sponsored the Franklin School Day of Nostalgia in 1973. St. Mary’s Youth Club later 
produced a historical slide presentation in 1976. 

To all the people of Griffith, we thank you for your cooperation and your assistance. 

Special recognition is due to the following people for their key roles in the production 
of this book. 




Tom Dwan 

As Revenue Division Chairman of 
the Diamond Jubilee Corporation, 
Tom supervised this book in addi¬ 
tion to handling the sale of the 
many other souvenir items. 


John “Carter” Cioroianu 

John put his 30 years sales ex¬ 
perience to work to sell the ads 
which financed this book. John and 
his salesmen turned the project from 
a nice but expensive idea into a 
reality. 


Evelyn Bunce 

As the protege of Anna Miller 
Spitz, Ev completed Anna’s work as 
the town’s unofficial historian. Over 
the years Ev has promoted interest 
in town history through her lectures 
and newspaper articles. 


Marion Larson 

Brought into the project as the 
deadlines approached, Marion pro¬ 
vided ancillary research and or¬ 
ganization services. A recent resi¬ 
dent of Griffith, Marion made the 
sacrifices that made the difference. 




Arthur Bonneau. Lawrence Bonneau —Production Management; Julietta Bonneau —* Production 
Debra Clark. L Scott Hays -Graphic Design . Irene Joyce -Geological Consultant. 


Assistant . 
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The Jubilee Story 


The Diamond Jubilee had its beginnings in late 1977 as a few volunteers met to find a 
special way to celebrate our town’s special milestone. From their early lonely efforts 
their project grew to include the hundreds involved at this writing. 

Their initial effort was the Diamond Jubilee Kickoff Dinner held in May of 1978 which 
provided the seed money. This all important step financed the employment of Wayne 
Lemmon. Mr. Lemmon, whose many years of experience with the Roberts Company as a 
community consultant, was the ideal choice to lead the group. His dynamism and vision 
were the key elements which made the Jubilee a success. 

To all those whose time and energy were donated to bring the project off, we wish to 
express our gratitude. 


Executive Board—from left front 
row: Ev Bunce, Richard Miller, 
Helen Molinaro; Second row: 
Wayne Lemmon, Gale Riggle, 
Gene Rowe, Larry Owen, Dale 
Newhard. 




Ji » ^ 


Headquarters Administration — 
from left front row: Max Adams, 
—— Barbara Schweitzer, Dan Mc¬ 
Cain: Second Row: Bill Lator, 
Aubrey Wilcox, Dick Blythe. 












The Beginning 

The land has once been rolling plains with a wide river valley running from 
South to North. Only hardy plants such as firs and spruce could thrive in the 
chilled climate. Life repeated its endless cycle in step time monotony. 

Events were occurring far to the North that would disrupt the pattern forever. 

It was snowing. 

As each successive winter's snow and cold increased, each summer’s heat 
decreased allowing the snow to accumulate year round. With the patience only 
nature can master the snow increased in volume turning the lower layers to ice. At 
the peak of its size the glacier would measure over three miles in depth. 

The last great glacial period known to geologists as the Wisconsin had begun. 

It invaded the Northwestern part of Indiana 25,000 years ago only to recede 
and melt. Its retreat was only to regroup and invade a second time 10,000 years 
later. Its second advance bulldozed a high ridge known to geologists as the 
Valparaiso Moraine and to the rest of us as Rte. 30. 

As it melted it left the sediments, sand, silt, and clay it had ground by its sliding 
grinding pressure. The meltwater filled the basin it had sculpted. The water s 
currents and the winds combined to further arrange the material creating curving 
underwater sandbars which parallel the old shoreline. 

As these sandbars grew they formed a spit. These were left behind as the lake 
level fell. As the ancient Lake Chicago shrank it created intermediate beaches. 
One, the Calumet Beach, formed the dune we know today as Ridge Road. 

The spit that was left behind as the waters receded connected the ancient 
beaches and trapped waters in the depressions. Thus a slough area was born. 
The area resembled a bayou in which plant life was abundant. 
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Man found this environment to be a vast storehouse of food. The societies of 
the Potawattomi and the Miami hunted here. The area was also a thoroughfare 
for travelers. The people of the Sauk tribe passed through following the high 
ground of the dune ridges on their way to annual councils in what is now Detroit. 

As it had before, the natural cycle followed uninterrupted for centuries. 

Once again, however, events were occurring thousands of miles away that 
would alter the face of the area dramatically. The time was the middle 1800's A.D. 

Pressures were building in Europe as the old world crumbled. Nineteenth 
Century Europe reacted to post Napoleonic chaos with alternating oppression 
and revolution. As national boundaries changed, ethnic and religious minorities 
experienced new persecutions. While Europe created more displaced persons, 
its people began to look to America for more opportunities for social ad¬ 
vancement. The new force was forming. It would become a glacier-like force of 
people — traveling, scraping, and shaping the new world much as Wisconsonian 
had done before. 

Taking advantage of this new resource, the leadership of the United States 
sought to open the western regions of the country. In 1838 President Andrew 
Jackson executed his plan to push all "Indians " west of the Mississippi. Coupled 
with railroad expansion financed by Eastern capital, this encouraged the new 
immigrants to settle the mid-western lands. 

While there were new settlements and the beginnings of cities throughout 
Indiana in the early 1800 s, the Northwest area of the state was largely bypassed 
until the middle of the nineteenth century as too swampy. 

Crown Point was not settled until 1837 and remained semi-isolated. 

Again, events far away would change things permanently. 



















Under the terms of the Northwest Ordinance, the United States Government 
owned the lands in this area. In 1852 the Congress passed the Swamp Recla¬ 
mation Act in which these lands were ceded to the states for the purpose of 
eventually distributing them to new settlers. 

The Indiana State Legislature subsequently passed their own Reclamation Act 
which, in effect, offered these swamp lands for sale to homesteaders for $1.25 an 
acre providing the new owners would drain and reclaim these lands 

The stage was set for the wave of immigrants that would remake the face of our 
country. 


1853 

By appearances they were nothing special. In fact, they were the archetype of 
the many who would follow. 

They had left their native Germany for the uncertain future of life in the wilds of a 
new and hostile land. Alone and with only the few goods which could be trans¬ 
ported across a 700 mile journey they camped in a clearing on higher ground 
Their first home was a sod roofed dugout. 

The man and his brother would drain, plow, and plant 40 acres of buckwheat, 
corn, and potatoes purchased through the Swamp Act. The woman gave birth to 
8 children who would go on to build a town. 

In the relative isolation of the area they made a start. As others followed in the 
next few years they would join forces with them in a communal effort to prosper. 

Mathias and Anna Miller had marked the path for others to follow. 

The Path Widens 

In January of 1854, the Joseph Hoffman family settled in the area .This family 
later sold to the Jacob Helfen family who, in turn, sold a portion of their land to the 
town s first developer in the 1890's. This portion would become known as "The 
Original Town of Griffith” and later the town's central business district. 

In the late 1850's the first settlers were joined by the Peter Redar and Nicholas 
Hillbrich families. 

At about the same time, other areas in the Lake County area were being 
settled. Erns Hohman built a farm and later an inn in what would become 
Hammond. 

It would remain primarily a stagecoach stop until 1869 when G. K. Hammond 
would build his packing plant, and draw railroads, workers, and community 
development to that town. 

Trading posts and farms were springing up in the sparsely populated areas of 
Merrillville, Ross, and what would later be known as Highland. Crown Point was 
becoming the primary commercial center 

Shortly after the Millers arrival, a young man named Aaron Hart settled in the 
Lake County. Unlike the others we have discussed who came with little more than 
the shirts on their backs, Aaron Hart brought capital, managerial experience, and, 
most of all, vision to the area. 

He had left Philadelphia as a successful book publisher. When he settled in the 
area of Schererville, he began buying land until eventually his holdings totaled 
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Aaron Hart — Pioneer Developer 


17,000 acres in Griffith, Highland, and especially Schererville. Mr. Hart was not a 
speculator — he was here to build. He succeeded because he had the money and 
ability to drain the land. 

According to Mr. and Mrs. Matt Kuhn who worked for Hart for 18 years, he 
placed a primary emphasis on digging drainage ditches and building wagon 
roads. Hart didn’t just start a farm — he built an organization. At one time in the 
early years he employed 40 men and worked 14 yoke of oxen, 2 horse teams and 
3 mule teams. 

Later, as his operation grew, others joined the effort. As railroads were built 
through the area, commercial activity grew. Hart's muscle, along with that of 
many others, made Schererville grow to the point that during the late 1800’s it 
became the focal point for south county commercial and social life. 

Many services were available only in Schererville for 30 to 40 years. Griffith 
residents traveled to St. Michaels and others in Schererville for Sunday services. 
Social affairs such as dances and bazaars were held in Schererville too. Hard as 
it may be to believe today, in the 1860 s thru the 1880's Schererville was where 
the action was.” 


The Steel Lifeline 


Once again events outside the Calumet Region would steer Griffith's destiny. 

This time it was the railroad and its desire to link the growing city of Chicago 
with the East Coast. 

In 1852 the Erie and Kalamazoo railroad (later to be known as the Michigan 
Central) ran a rail line from the Michigan border through the northern portion of 
Lake County to Chicago. In 1854 a sister line, the Michigan Southern completed a 
line east from Joliet through Griffith and then swinging north to meet the Chicago 
line at the Michigan border. Later both lines would be merged into the Michigan 
Central as part of Vanderbilt's New York Central System. 

Griffith's first railroad ran through the Hoffman property described earlier. 
Others would follow. The EJ&E, the Grand Trunk, and the Chicago and Erie all 
laid their trunk lines through Griffith. 

While motorists may blame traffic congestion and inconvenience on railroads 
today, it was the tracks that created the town. 

In effect the train brought a town to the wilderness. 

The rails brought people, progress, and communication to the tiny community. 

People 

As the gangs of high bailers and gandy dancers pushed the steel ribbon 
forward, many of the workers saw the opportunities offered in Griffith and settled 
down to farm at least part time. Some of the residents found jobs with the railroad 
to supplement their farming income. Others supplied the railroad with provisions 
such as wood and produce. Mathias Miller, for instance, provided cordwood for 
the Michigan Central for $1.00 a cord. As the railroads expanded they brought 
more residents to the area. Men such as Peter Young who would become an 
agent and Peter Govert built homes in the growing central area to be near their 
railroad jobs while maintaining farms on the outskirts of the "town area.” These 
men and their children would go on to play important parts in the formation of the 
town. 




As time went by, the railroad interests would grow stronger as more men 
arrived in Griffith to work the rails. Men such as the Walters. Beirigers. and 
Grimmers continued the railroading tradition. 

Progress 

The railroads brought consumer goods and farm implements to the area that 
had not been available before. It would open up opportunities for merchandising 
that were previously impossible. More important, it opened up markets for pro¬ 
duce grown by the local farmers. 

In the 1870's, prosperity and availability of lumber and building supplies made it 
possible for residents to move from log cabins to frame homes. One of the earliest 
of these structures is the Peter Govert home which still stands at 338 S. Broad. 



Early railroad workers (approx, turn of century) posed for this picture at Griffith's main crossing. This unidentified 
section gang is representative of the men who built the railroads and the town. 


Communication 

As the railroad network wound its way throughout Lake County, ties were 
strengthened to Chicago Hammond was a prime example of this relationship. 
Much of Lake County would become a staging area for trains entering and leaving 
Chicago as freight depots, switching yards, and spur lines expanded. The Cal¬ 
umet Region's destiny was unalterably tied to that of Chicago. This relationship 
was intensified in 1874 when the B&O line achieved a long held dream of 
connecting the Atlantic seaboard with Chicago via a direct trunk line. 

The ideas and fashions of the big town to the west had a strong impact on the 
thinking of the little town on the edge of the marsh. Although the local farmers 
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retained their conservatism, the outside world s influences continued to reach 
into the quiet community with the steady influx of new settlers. 

This relationship with Chicago wasn't always a pleasant one. In the 1880's and 
1890 s the new rich of Chicago began using Northwest Indiana for horseracing, 
cockfighting, gambling and other “undesirable activities which were outlawed in 
Illinois. Roby, Indiana, an area now known as the Robertsdale section of Ham¬ 
mond, was the center of much of this activity. 

Griffith was also involved in this situation. In the nearby area of Ross, extremely 
wealthy families from Chicago had established the Tolleston Gun Club. The club 
was used by families such as the Burnhams, Fields and Wards to entertain 
guests like the Vanderbilts, and Rockefellers. Excursion trains brought the 
hunters to their own station where coaches took them to their fully staffed lodges. 

The problems arose from a dispute over the use of the large quantity of land 
that made up the club s game preserve. Local farmers who had hunted there 
before the club's arrival claimed the right to continue to pursue game there. The 
new owners claimed exclusive ownership rights and enforced their claim with 
armed guards. 

There ensued what was described in history books written shortly after the turn 
of the century as a range war." Hired guards were pitted against farmers 
desperate to supplement their diets with fresh game during hard times. 

The guards got the worst of it. 

An apocryphal story goes that a young farmer killed one of the wealthy hunters 
in a barroom gun fight and became an instant folk hero. His trial on murder 
charges created more furor. There was even a song composed in his honor. In 
short, the man was acquitted, the farmers continued to hunt, and the guards were 
fired. The Tolleston Gun Club was never the same. It closed before the turn of the 
century. 

The Surveyor 

The town s close association with the railroads is even reflected in its name. 

While controversy surrounds the origin of the name of Griffith for the town, the 
one generally accepted today centers on a railroad surveyor for the Grand Trunk, 
a Mr. Griffith, who set the grade for that railroad. His work in the 1870's included 
the preparation of maps which he signed. It was only natural for railroaders to 
refer to this area as Griffith's Section. Since railroaders dominated the town, the 
name stuck and by the completion of the Grand Trunk line in the 1880 s the casual 
reference had become the unquestioned name 

Outside Influence 

Many of the children of the early pioneers left home for life in the city. When 
some of them returned they brought with them new ideas and sophisticated 
business procedures 

One example of this trend was Jacob Miller son of Mathias Miller, the original 
inhabitant. Jacob struck out on his own for the opportunities of the city What he 
discovered was a job in a shoe factory He also met his bride Margaret Boesen, 
originally from Milwaukee The city lost its appeal as the couple tried to raise 2 
children in cramped quarters on the low wages of the sweat shops 

Jacob returned to the homestead and set up the area s first cobbler shop. With 
a growing population of farmers and railroaders the shoe business was a natural. 
Jacob prospered and eventually built a second larger store near the first. The 





second store building still stands at 246 S. Broad Street. It's present occupant is 
the Griffith Used Book Store. 



Griffith’s first recorded retail venture. Jacob Miller's shoe store, is pictured above. The picture at left shows the exterior of the combined store and 
residence. (Two Miller daughters are seated in front of the store). The photo at the right depicts the interior of the store. The bench in the 
foreground was used by patrons during fittings. The right side of the shop was the clothing department. The people in the shop are not identified 
but most probably are the Miller children who assisted their father in the family business. 

In addition to selling shoes, Jacob also sold insurance for the Lincoln National 
Life Company as well as real estate. These were the roots of the Spitz & Miller 
Insurance and Realty Company. Jacob was the first to bring these services to 
Lake County, making Spitz & Miller the oldest agency in the Calumet Region. 

This story is fairly typical of other Griffith family histories and parallels the 
growth and maturity of the town. Like most successful communities, Griffith is a 
blend of ethnic, religious, and geographic backgrounds. People with widely 
varying work experiences joined to produce a richer mixture of talents. 

1890 

In 1890 Griffith was poised for another of those cataclysmic changes Four 
railroads crossed at what was becoming the center of town. The marshes were 
drained in large part. The economy was sound; the people were eager for 
improvement. 

The stage was set for a new plunge into the future. All that was needed was the 
catalyst to begin the reaction and the boom would catch fire 

Once again, it was a force from the outside that would change our course 
forever. 

Jay Dwiggins arrived in town. 
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The Jay Dwiggins Plan 
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Creased and scarred by decades of folding and use, this is the original wall 
map used by the Dwiggins brothers to promote their factory town in 1893. The 
map was also used by Jacob Miller who acted as the Dwiggins’ local agent and 
remained in his possession after their collapse. It became the blue print for the 
town's development over the years. 

The map is still displayed in the offices of Spitz & Miller. 
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Buy Where There’s 
Sure Growth Ahead! 

Compared to the staid German farmers of the area, Jay Dwiggins was a 
whirlwind. His vision was beyond the average man's horizon. His plans were 
bold. 

His ambitions were limitless 

Unfortunately, his capital wasn’t. 

His first act in town was to purchase a portion of the Helfen property for his initial 
land development venture. The purchase price was $8400 for 140 acres to be 
paid over 3 years. 

At first the Dwiggins Brothers & Company laid out a plat of "blocks, lots, streets, 
and alleys" in a marshy area east of the present downtown district. After closer 
inspection, they located the "Original Town of Griffith" as recorded in county 
records in an area bounded by Elm on the north, the EJ&E on the south, Wood on 
the west and Arbogast as the eastern boundary. 

For a time, the Dwiggins Company considered changing the name of the town 
to Dwiggins Junction. They settled for naming streets after the principles of the 
fi rm — jay, his brother Elmer, and their notary public Guy Arbogast. 

The firm s headquarters were never in Griffith. Their office was located in the 
Chamber of Commerce building in Chicago. Their resident sales agent was the 
enterprising Jacob Miller. Their first sales were to speculators. Sometimes their 
actions indicated frustration as when lot 21 was sold to Mae R. S. Webner, the 
proprietor of Webner's Lunch Room on Wabash near their office for $250 in meal 
tickets. 
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The Factory Town 

The Dwiggins plan was to promote Griffith as “Chicago's Best Factory 
Suburb.” His innovative approach was nothing short of brilliant. He promoted 
heavily to manufacturers in order to get them to locate here. As incentives he 
offered to provide factory buildings to the new firms plus contribute half the payroll 
of the firm for the first year All the manufacturer had to do was employ a 
guaranteed number of employees for 3 years. If they did, the land and buildings 
were theirs. If not, the title reverted to Dwiggins. 

Obviously, the purpose of this strategy was to lock in employment opportunities 
which would lure new residents to town who would buy lots. 

His promotional literature boasted that “There are no labor unions and no fear 
of strikes.' He also claimed that numerous factories were locating here. Among 
them were The Pleasant Remedies Company, an ice plant, the Pennsylvania Art 
Glass Company, and something called the Bum Factory. 

According to his correspondence, The Pleasant Remedies purchased a fac¬ 
tory building on South Broad; however, no other reference is made to it. More 
than likely, it never operated. In fact, that was the case for most of the enterprises 
that the brothers claimed to have brought to town. 

Research of the correspondence of town residents indicate that while founda¬ 
tions were laid and, in some cases, buildings started, few if any ever really 
operated. Obviously this construction was overly optimistic to say the least. 
However, it made things look good to potential residents. 

It also created the flaw in an otherwise imaginative plan. The Dwiggins Bro¬ 
thers suffered from an extremely negative cash flow. The only way they could 
possibly stay even with the up front expense of building factories and subsidizing 
payrolls was to generate advance lot sales. 

Consequently they promoted heavily to speculators. “Buy where there s sure 
growth ahead," he claimed in his brochures. The pitch made sense in its simplest 
terms as expressed in his literature: “Factories attract populations rapidly. They 
make big cities out of small suburbs — when the facilities are there. Griffith has 
them! Buy early and sell when the town has grown into a city! That’s shrewd 
investing!" 

The developers also advertised in national publications such as the Prairie 
Farmer with substantially the same pitch. They ran excursion trains from Chicago 
to Griffith in order to develop enthusiasm in speculators. 

They also promoted heavily to potential residents at the Columbian Exposition, 
a world's fair held in Chicago in 1893. Immigrants and businesses the world over 
were attracted to Chicago for that event conceived by that city's promotional 
genius, Dan Burnham 

The Dwiggins Brothers sold lots sight unseen to many at that fair and brought 
carloads of potential buyers out on the special excursion trains. 

Boom fever affected many of the original inhabitants. Jacob Miller moved to his 
second store during this time as described earlier In the incomplete records of 
the time there is a mention of a Clemens Bank" which evidently operated briefly. 
It is also believed that Russell Hall was built at 105 E. Main at this time. Ground 
was broken, and a foundation laid for a Baptist Church which was never com¬ 
pleted. Other enterprises sprang up around the area including the Southworth 
Store on what is now the east side of Broad Street just south of the rail junction. 



This grocery and general store was the effort of Harvey Ellis and his ambitious 
son-in-law. Lou Southworth 

Mr. Southworth s story is interesting in that it shows a bold young man with the 
air of an adventurer about him. Born in Indiana, he left to seek his fortune in the 
boom towns of California. He returned to the area of Ross Township where he 
married Harvey s daughter. The relative quiet of neighboring Ross could not hold 
Louis Southworth when the boom-was on in Griffith. In 1891 he and his father-in- 
law began what is believed to be the first grocery store in Griffith. Louis 
Southworth would go on to play an important part in the town s incorporation and 
development. 



The L.A. Southworth Grocery and General Store was established in 1891 and is shown 
here as it appeared in 1910. Mr. Southworth and his father-in-law. Harvey Ellis, built a 
successful business, ran the post office and remained active in community affairs for 
many years. 


Others in the town benefited from Dwiggins presence through sales of their 
lands. Peter Young was one of these According to correspondence between 
Young and Sam Woods, noted Lake County historian. Young claimed that he had 
purchased farm property southeast of the junction of Main and the EJ&E tracks 
for S9.00 an acre in 1887. He sold it to Dwiggins in 1891 for $150.00 an acre This 
land would become the site of a blacksmith shop and later in 1927 the location of 
the Keen Foundry. 

While euphoria was the mood of the times, trouble was brewing below the 
surface. The Dwiggins Brothers cash situation was becoming critical. Their 
frantic attempts to stay upright without liquidating are indicated by complicated 
financing arrangements. As fast as they would pay off a section of land, they 
would mortgage it in order to pay off another. 

This situation was compounded by their efforts to insure an exclusive ar¬ 
rangement. They continued buying property and creating "Additions. Among 
these were Manufacturers Additions numbers 1 and 2, Midway. Oak Forest 
(which was southwest of the railroad diamond), and Jolidan (which encompassed 
the 100 S. block of Broad Street and the first western block of Main). 

As the businesses he had lined up to locate in Griffith delayed their decisions 
and negotiations snagged, the developers saw their time running out. Their 
correspondence indicates difficulties in talks with the ice plant Other proposed 







factories were never occupied. Among them were the Williams Wooden Ware 
factory for the manufacture of wooden bowls, the Potters Foundry on Lindberg 
and the Ricketts and the Rau Bros foundries. The building for Rau would later be 
the home of the Mapes Paper firm and later the sight of Packaging Corp. 

Faced with this dilemma, the brothers sought to gain time by borrowing heavily. 
Their source of credit was W. H. Osterhout, a Pennsylvania real estate investor. 
Before anyone in town realized what was happening, the Dwiggins Brothers were 
$600,000 in debt to Mr. Osterhout. . 

Perhaps with more time, the Dwiggins Brothers Company could have worked 
their way out of this dilemma. But it was not to be. The Panic of 1893 threw the 
economy into chaos and brought on one of the country s deepest depressions. 
With it the Dwiggins brothers paper empire collapsed. 

The factories remained unfinished, the lots undeveloped. Mr. Osterhout now 
owned a town he never visited. 

In 1897 Osterhout s attorneys filed suit against Dwiggins in Lake County courts 
to force the sale of the properties. After quieting title to all the lands the sheriffs 
sale resulted in the lands being sold to Osterhout himself for $15,500 in 1898. 

The Dwiggins brothers had already left town for good. In 1900 they appeared in 
Argentina where they signed power of attorney letters to their -other brother 
Robert who represented them in counter claims against Osterhout. In 1901 these 
claims were settled when the Pennsylvania investor paid the Dwiggins $25,000 to 
release all interests in the case. 

The boom was over. The new residents who came hoping for jobs were gone. 
Those who stayed dug in and faced the new challenges with optimism. There was 
still the railroad. The land was good and they had all learned a great deal. 

Their first priority was to stay afloat. Later they would slowly acquire the 
Osterhout property and see it developed properly. 

Fortunately, the Pennsylvania investor wasn't interested enough in the town to 
consider changing the name to Osterhoutsville. 





Griffith Social Life—Turn of the Century 




Griffith people always found some time to enjoy them¬ 
selves. Most activities were family activities having 
something to do with either sports or music. Top: a 
crowd gathered to watch a baseball game shortly after 
the turn of the century. Left: The Jacob Miller family in 
1893. Below: The Millers, Goverts, Naumes. and 
Schmals enjoy an evening of visiting in 1912. 





Griffith —1900 



This map indicates the direction 
of the overall growth of the town. 
Beginning with Dwiggins, the 
town developed in a northernly 
direction. The subdivisions 
indicated were named by the two 
early developers. In 1900 most of 
the streets existed only on paper. 
All names of streets are the 
modern names to avoid 
confusion. 
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The New Century 

As the country moved into the Twentieth Century, the tiny community sifted 
through the rubble of the broken dreams of Jay Dwiggins. In the wake of the 
whirlwind they had battled against a national depression, bank failures, dis¬ 
couragement and doubt during the painful period of let-down and readjustment. 

Many who had come for the boom left for other horizons. Those who stayed 
among the half finished factories, would build a town from the ruins of the paper 
empire. 

Starting Over 

The situation was not entirely without advantages. Although the boom turned 
out to be a mirage, the unique assets which had originally attracted the de¬ 
velopers were still there. 

These would be the basis for the community’s resurgence along with the faith 
and pride of the handful of courageous people. 

As they took stock of their situation, they realized they could still count on the 
railroads. Railroad employment would account for a significant portion of the 
town s economy for decades. The railroad tradition was passed on from father to 
son as families such as the Walters dedicated themselves to rail lines. (Walters 
would raise 9 sons each one named after famous leaders. Theodore Roosevelt 
Walters, born in 1904 and a 51 year veteran with the EJ&E appears on our cover 
with Michele Ward, one of our newer residents). 

The Quiet Lines 

A second stabilizing force in the town s economy was the Indiana Pipeline 
Company. Built in the late 1880 s by John D. Rockefeller s original Standard Oil 
Co., the pipeline connected the Lima Ohio oil fields with Standard s new refinery 
10 miles north of Griffith on the Lake Michigan shore at White s Crossing (later 
Whiting, Indiana). 
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Griffith's part of Rockefeller's venture had greater significance than just allow¬ 
ing a pipeline to pass through town. Griffith became a main staging area for the 
last leg of the crude s journey to the refinery. The station, located in the vast 
prairie on the south west outskirts of town, included a storage facilities, a pump 
house and elaborate control systems. 

A popular idea among industrialists at the height of the industrial revolution was 
the concept of company towns as pioneered by Adolph Krupp of Germany. 
Oversimplified, the idea was that when an industrialist built a plant, he should 
provde a town as well. Thus, the key elements of housing, social life, and 
municipal services would be totally integrated into the work life of the community. 
This concept is best exemplified by the Pullman towns and, in the negative 
extreme, the Peabody Coal towns. 

During his building years John D. Rockefeller was an exponent of this system 
of benevolent paternalism. It was his practice to construct company housing for 
his workers at all key locations which he did in Griffith. While Griffith never 
became a "company town" like Whiting, some of the homes constructed by 
Rockefeller still stand in the 100 block North of both Lindberg and Raymond 
Streets. 


Some of the old company housing still stands on 
Lindberg and Raymond as shown in photo 
below. 




Above: The Standard Oil pipeline was the first to arrive in 
town. This facility is located on old Pipeline Drive south¬ 
west of the town center. 

Just like the railroaders, the residents of those homes built an oil tradition. 
Among the early pipeline waikers were the Poulten family and the Gustafsons. 
They and many others participated in the growth of the town. One example is 
August Gustafson who had come to Griffith from Chicago in 1904 as a young man 
in order to improve his failing health. (It worked rather well, he lived to be 82). 

In addition to his pipeline job, August pushed the northern frontier of the town 
forward by starting a farm in the area just north of what is now 45th street between 
Broad and Cline. His active participation in church affairs (Methodist) made him a 
community leader. 

The Lima Ohio fields have long since dried up, but Griffith's involvement in the 
petroleum industry continues. Griffith s location and the Standard facilities 
created the magnet which drew other pipelines from the South. Today we enjoy 
an ideal arrangement in that a number of pipelines and tank farms contribute to 
the tax base but are hidden away from our primarily residential town. 


Three R's 


The Griffith settlement was originally split among three townships North, St. 
John, and Calumet. The most important service provided by these units of 
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government was that of education By the end of the 19th century our area was 
served by four schools. 

Originally, Elliot School located at old Lincoln Highway and Colfax served the 
farmers children in that area. Later, in 1886, Troy School was built by a Mr. 
Charlie Harder for $458 in the area of Reder Road and Colfax. As the boom 
began in Griffith, Troy became overcrowded with 33 students. Therefore, in 1893 
district 11 of St. John Township built a school at the corner of Broad and Ave D. 
Later, it would become known as South School and still stands near the entrance 
of South Park. 



Griffith's early schools and pioneer school teachers brought education to the railroaders 
children in the marsh. Pioneer school teacher Linda Taylor, daughter of Town Marshall John 
Taylor, posed with her class at Elliot School in 1893. Below, this otherwise unidentified group 
was the 1911 graduating class at South School. 
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North School after the turn of the century. 


North School, built by North Township was constructed in the same era at what 
is now Broad and Lake Streets. 

While township records do not include details surrounding the construction of 
these schools, it is worth noting the important role these schools played in the 
development of the town. Obviously, the availability of basic education for the 
next generation of town leaders was a crucial step in preparing for the coming 
years of struggle. The schools also provided a focal point for communication as 
the many isolated farm people began to be woven into the social fabric of a town 
These schools were relatively short lived, but during their existence they played 
an invaluable part in the process of urbanization of the town. 

Among the pioneering teachers in those early days were Linda Taylor, daugh¬ 
ter of Civil War veteran and Griffith Marshal. John Taylor, and Anna Humpher 
who taught at South School in the early 1890 s. 

Griffith students also benefited from instruction of two very famous ladies. 
Carrie Gosch and Carrie Seberger. Both ladies were pioneer schoolteachers who 
carried on their traditions of excellence well into modern times. Ms. Gosch, for 
instance, taught in the rural township system throughout Lake County and 
eventually settled in the Crown Point - Merrillville area where a school is now 
named for her. 

Legacy of Jay Dwiggins 

Among the advantages in the early 1900 s was the experience gained during 
the boom time Jay Dwiggins had given the local people a brief look at what could 
be done with the area. Of greater importance was his town plan. The plats of his 
subdivisions laid out in intersecting streets would remain the model for the town's 
development for years to come His plans reflect the influence of Dan Burnham, 
the first of the great city planners who was responsible for the orderly growth of 
Chicago after the Great Fire of 1871. 
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The Struggle Continues 

While these and other assets provided opportunities for future growth there 
were disadvantages as well. The obstacles that would remain to challenge the 
residents for years to come included the lack of municipal improvements and 
capital. Chief among the problems were the low swamps to the south of town 
During the rainy months of spring, what roads there were became impassable. As 
an illustration of this, Anna Miller Spitz s memoirs include an anecdote regarding 
Dr Iddmgs. Griffith had no resident doctor until 1913 Dr. Iddings. a Merrillville 
resident, served the southern Lake County area by riding a circuit which included 
regular stops at Griffith s Harkenrider s Hall on South Broad. Anna recalls the 
time that the doctor s horse refused to cross the high water blocking the road and 
the doctor was forced to wade into town in order to make an emergency sick call. 

Like the rest of America, Griffith faced the transition from a loosely organized 
agricultural society to a world of growing urbanization. At the turn of the century, 
the settlement had no concentrated nucleus. The sparse population was scat¬ 
tered about in little packets of activity across a 20 square mile area. Homes 
sprang up in the middle of empty fields and what would become the center of town 
was farm and garden area. This would plague those who tried to build a town 
center for years. Livestock, fertilizer, and crops next to the town hall somehow 
didn't fit an urban plan. 

The Balance 

All in all, Griffith's advantages and obstacles seemed to balance out evenly at 
the turn of the century. The factor that made the difference was the quality of 
people who made up the town Their determination and ingenuity would tip the 
scales in favor of solid growth. 

The people who made the difference include the energetic Jacob Miller and his 
brother John who had begun a sample room or tavern a few doors from Jacob s 
store on South Broad. John s establishment still stands and in 1979 is now known 
as Herman & Mary s. John participated in town affairs for many years as a school 
board member and community leader. 

We ve already seen the drive of the ambitious Lou Southworth Joining this 
group were the Beirigers. Matt and P. J. Beiriger were railroaders who contributed 
their efforts through political involvement. P. J. also opened a hotel in the 1890 s. 



Junction Ave. (later Broad Street) circa 
1900. This is the view of the East side 
of the town's business district at the 
turn of the century. The scene is south 
of the tracks looking north. From left: 
The new post office, Harvey Ellis’ 
home (partially hidden), the South- 
worth Store, unidentified home. 



* 


% 


K Future leaders. The railroad shaped the men and 
prepared them for the challenge of building a 
t town. Nick Austgen, a board member in the 
f twenties appears far left. Next to him is Matt 
Beiriger. 
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Mathew was elected to the Town Board six times and was the town s first Clerk 
Treasurer Born in 1872, he started his railroad career as a waterboy in 1887 at 
the age of 15. The line was the old Chicago and Atlantic which would later 
become the Erie By 1894 he became the Griffith Agent and Operator for the 
Griffith area. In the railroading hierarchy of the times, this made Matt Beiriger a 
very important man. As the agent, his word was law at the age of 22. As such, the 
other railroad employees of the line looked to him for leadership. He obviously 
wore the responsibility well as he retained that position for over 50 years until his 
retirement at age 75 in 1945. 

It is easy to understand how the authority inherent in his position could transfer 
to the community life of the town Fortunately, Matt Beiriger used his influence 
wisely. He provided leadership during extremely critical times in Griffith's history. 
He was a member of the board when they embarked on the sidewalk program 
and other public works projects. He was also Clerk Treasurer during and im¬ 
mediately following the construction of the Town Hall. All in all his tenure in office 
totals 14 years including 6 as Town Clerk. 

Brother P. J. Beiriger never held elective office. His first significant act in town 
was the construction of the hotel which bore his name. During the boom years the 
hotel was the first temporary residence for many newcomers. Later, the hotel was 
used in large part by the train crews on layovers between assignments. It would 
later include a restaurant and eventually a bar. The P. J. Beiriger Hotel building 
still stands at 139 S. Broad, the present location of the Ye Olde Town Saloon. 



yearbook, "The Reflector.’ 


P. J. Beiriger was the driving force behind the early school development. His hotel is seen in this view 
of Broad Street in 1915. The hotel is the large building on the left with the awnings. P.J.'s portrait in 
1931 appeared in Franklin's 

Peter J. Beiriger s civic involvement was concentrated in public education. He 
was a charter member of the Griffith School Board and spent over 30 years as 
president of that board. It was under his leadership that Franklin School was built 
and expanded. During these years Griffith's commitment to quality education was 
established. As the professionalism of schools increased and the administration 
modernized, the groundwork was laid for our present day school system. D.L. 
Simon, Superintendent of Schools and Principal of Franklin from 1926 thru 1938. 
described Beiriger as a financial genius and a natural leader. 
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Room to Grow 

There were people of promise on the horizon as well They would be given the 
chance to show what they could do Griffith offered room to grow to the new 
generation of builders. 

Sometimes that promise showed in the most unlikely places. In 1903 a young 
man of 9 years would quit school after the death of his father in order to help his 
mother run their small farm in the nearby New Elliot area on Old Lincoln Highway. 
Later, in his teens he worked for the Erie Railroad repairing cars for 21 c an hour. 
With the money he saved from that job he bought a truck which he used to deliver 
coal. 

Six trucks later, he built a coal yard and later added other retail businesses All 
the while, he maintained continued involvement in community service as a town 
board member. As a real estate developer in the 40 s and 50's he built a large 
section of the town. The 10 children he raised have gone on to expand the empire 
he built. The little boy had grown into the man we know as W P. Christenson. 

Those who never met Warner Peter Christenson find this story impossible to 
believe. Those who knew him have no difficulty at all. At one time his interests 
included the coal yard, a furniture store, a hardware store, a builder - contractor 
firm, the area’s largest Chevrolet dealership, a lumber yard, an entire block of the 
downtown business district including the town s post office, and several hundred 
home lots which he and his partner. Art Govert. were developing. 

His 9 sons and one daughter have continued their father s tradition of com¬ 
munity involvement since his death at age 76 in 1970. 



W. P. Christenson 
Circa 1930's 


Penning 

Adolph Penning s involvement in town affairs didn't start until 1922 at the age of 
28. Adolph was a railroader who was born in Griffith. Energetic and ambitious, he 
attended business school while working for the Erie line. 


After serving in the Navy during World War I, he 
returned to Griffith where he would become town trea¬ 
surer in 1922. Six years later he resigned only to be 
convinced to run again in 1935 when the two positions of 
Clerk and Treasurer were combined. He served in this 
post for 5 consecutive terms for a total of 26 years 
service to the town. He was also the founder of Griffith's 
Republican Party, a charter member of the Lions Club 
and active in Isaac Walton and the Legion. Adolph still 
resides in Griffith in 1979. 




The Pennings — Adolph, Frieda, 
and Will are shown here in the early 
1900's. Frieda would become Mrs. 
W. P. Christenson. Adolph and Will 
are shown at left just before they left 
for World War I. 
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George Spitz 
Insurance pioneer 
& civic leader 


The Doctor 

In 1908 a young man was teaching at the old North 
School in Griffith by day and living another life at night. 

In the evenings and during the summers he traveled 
to Chicago to examine cadavers and probe skeletons 

The man was Francis Malmstone who graduated 
from the Chicago College of Medicine and Surgery in 
1913 at the age of 36. After his graduation the doctor 
returned to practice in Griffith for over 40 years. 

As the towns first resident physician. Doctor 
Malmstone was a key member of the newer group who 
would shape Griffith's future In addition to providing invaluable medical services, 
the doctor was what is best described as a "pillar of the community. As a board 
member of the Methodist Church and a Mason, he fulfilled his social responsi¬ 
bilities. 

His most significant contribution to the town was his 17 years service as a 
School Board Member. Beginning in 1925, he served with P. J. Beiriger and 
others during the critical years of the late 20's and 30 s. 

The Depression Years were especially difficult in that tax revenues and school 
budgets were declining while school population climbed. 

Dr. Malmstone never held elective office in the town government. Like so many 
others throughout Griffith s history, the doctor used his position of respect, 
leadership abilities, and influence to help the community meet the challenges of 
the Twentieth Century without political power. His influence was demonstrated 
when many groups attempting significant ventures sought him out to lend his 
prestige to their efforts. The Griffith State Bank and the Griffith Realty Develop¬ 
ment Company were examples of this type of community involvement Dr 
Malmstone died at the age of 77 in 1954. 

George P. Spitz 

Another man who exerted a positive influence without holding elective office 
was George Spitz. His story is interesting in that it shows a young man who beat 
the odds to achieve not only personal success but a special place in the story of 
our town. 

George was born in Griffith in 1892 several years after his parents who had 
emigrated from Alsace-Lorraine settled on a small farm west of the rail junction 
between the Grand Trunk and Michigan Central tracks. 

George's future looked bright in 1907 when he graduated as Valedictorian from 
North School. Fate would take a hand. He left high school at Hammond High due 
to illness and was never able to return. 

Undaunted. George s drive made the difference as he pursued a variety of 
career avenues. He began working for Matt Beiriger as a clerk at the Erie in 1908. 
His ambition and keen mind led him into several part time ventures including 
electrical installation and photography. Many of the photographs in this book are 
his. 

It is easy to understand why George tried so hard. The girl he loved was Anna 
Miller, daughter of entrepreneur Jacob Miller. In 1912 he would marry his sweet¬ 
heart, and over the years Anna Miller Spitz would give birth to 8 children. 



Dr. Malmstone 
circa 1931 
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As his responsibilities grew. George hustled even more. For a while his part 
time work included rural mail delivery. 

All of these avocations were only temporary — it wasn t until he took an interest 
in Jacob Miller’s insurance business that George discovered his calling As he 
concentrated his hustle and drive into this new enterprise, his business grew until 
the firm we know as Spitz & Miller became one of the largest in Lake County. 

George s activities were not limited to making money. He transferred the 
energy that was his trademark into civic and volunteer organizations He was 
instrumental in forming the volunteer fire department and held badge number 1 
throughout his life. In the 1930 s George participated in the organization of the 
first Chamber of Commerce. George and Anna were among the founders of St. 
Mary Parish and remained active supporters throughout the years. 

George remained active in town affairs until his death in 1965. 

Others 

The sadness of writing a book of this sort is that so many who did so much 
cannot be included. The selection of these 6 men was based on their prominence 
and, quite frankly, the availability of research materials. 

Their inclusion is much more than a random selection, however. They repre¬ 
sent a cross-section of the community effort to build the town. If anything, the 
history of Griffith is that of a team effort in which everyone worked and sacrificed 
using ingenuity and perserverance to make a town grow from a marsh. 

These six men represent the new breed in its formative stages as the town 
entered the Twentieth Century. While we may have jumped ahead of our story, it 
is important to see the type of people who will be instrumental in the town's 
growth. 

To sum up the basis of this chapter, the town stood on the threshold of 
greatness as the 1900's began. With both advantages and liabilities, the balance 
would be determined by the courage, the ingenuity, and the perserverance of its 
people 
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William Peter Govert 
Town pioneer 
& First Board President 


Incorporation 

In 1904 the leader of the Rough Riders at San Juan was the President T R s 
dynamic spirit proved contagious to American society As the country s economy 
surged into an expansionist phase after recovering from the Depression of the 
middle 90 s the future held the promise of the "full dinner pail.” 

Confidence was everywhere — from the foreign policy of "jingoism" and 
"gun-boat diplomacy" to the technological leaps of the Wright Brothers and the 
Wizard of Menlo Park. America was on the move The frenetic pace of change, 
social economic and scientific, would continue until 1929 

The First Steps 

It was in this mood of optimism that Griffith took its first steps toward institu¬ 
tionalizing its existence. Prior to 1904, while the area had been referred to as the 
Town of Griffith, it had, in fact, no legitimate town government. It was dependent 
on the township and county to provide basic governmental services. 

In order that local residents might have greater immediate say in the destiny of 
the town, municipal government was necessary. 

It was on October 29th, 1904 that the first fateful steps began. John Miller, R. H 
Andrews, and Lou Southworth met to lay the groundwork. They planned and 
supervised the first election which was held in November of that year. With the 
area divided into three townships it seemed only logical to divide the town into 
three districts. 

Griffith's first town board met for the first time on Nov. 19, 1904 in Harkenrider 
Hall. William Peter Govert was the trustee elected from the First District, Mathias 
Grimmer from the Second District, and Moses Toohill as the Third District 
representative. Matt Beiriger had been elected to the position of Clerk-Treasurer. 
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It is unfortunate that records do not hold more information regarding these men 
who started the town on those first key steps of the seventy-five years journey. 
While we have already seen a glimpse of the character of Matt Beiriger, Moses 
Toohill and Mathias Grimmer are relatively unknown. William Peter Govert, on 
the other hand, was a more famous member of the founding fathers. 


Wm. Peter Govert 

Mr. Govert was a long time resident of Griffith, having 
moved to the town in 1873. As a railroad agent, W. Peter 
was a natural leader for a railroad town. His home at 338 
S. Broad which still stands is one of the earliest frame 
homes built in the town. 

Unfortunately, the town would have the benefit of 
Wm. Peter's vision for only one year. William Peter 
Govert died in office in 1905 in the middle of his term. 

The significance of his part in town government is far 
greater than that one year. Mr. Govert had begun a 
family tradition that has extended to this day. The legacy 
of William Peter included his two sons, Henry and Harry 
Govert, who both served their community as town board 
members. Leo Govert would serve on the School Board 
as would third generation Goverts, Art and John. Art 
would also, become postmaster in the 30 s and a real 
estate developer. The tradition continues into the 70 s. 
Present town board president, Merle Colby, is a 
member of this distinguished family. 



The Govert family in 1900. Front Row: George, Joe, patri¬ 
arch William Peter, Cecilia, Anna (holding Harry), Charlie 
May and his mother, Mary Govert May Pfaneuf. Back row: 
Kate, John, Henry, and William. 


The Job Ahead 

The Griffith experience parallels the changing patterns of the country in the first 
quarter of the Twentieth Century. One of the most significant trends in our 
nation's history is the growing urbanization of that period. As farmers moved to 
the cities and rural areas became towns, innovative solutions had to be found to fit 
the new social equation. Infant communities struggled with the strange new 
requirements of modern life including roads, sanitation, electrical distribution and 
city planning. 

We see the town fathers of Griffith grappling with 
these same problems at the outset of town government. 

One of their first priorities was to open Broad Street, 
then called Junction Avenue, further north. As a step in 
this direction, they appointed William Jansen as street 
commissioner and charged him to plow drainage 
ditches on the East side of the road. Over the years, 
town board minutes show a variety of citizens groups 
petitioning the town to extend streets including Main, 

Kopelke (Elm) and Rensselaer. At the time of incor¬ 
poration, Lake Street was the only through east-west 
street which connected to any other settlement. 

Other projects which took their attention were gravell¬ 
ing and oiling the new roads, hiring lamplighters (David 
Alger was the first) and, of course, struggling with the 
railroads to provide and improve their road crossings. 

The early town fathers were quite generous in their 



Street Commissioners Irvin Alger, John Dutton, and 
Charles Walters spread stone on Wood Street in 
1916. 
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sponsorship of public works. Board minutes indicate a ready willingness on their 
part to act upon requests for civic improvements. While road improvement was 
one of the chief projects, the town also embarked on a concrete sidewalk program 
in 1907 which continued for several years. 

One unique solution to the funding of civic improvements was to draft citizens 
to do the work for free Between 1905 and 1910 all able bodied adult men were 
required to work 2 days a month on the roads or pay Si 50 per day missed. Only 
war veterans were excused. 

Due to the disproportionate amount of land owned by the railroads, Griffith 
enjoyed a relatively favorable tax base which allowed the town government to 
develope a reasonable number of public works projects without strapping the 
residents with heavy tax bills. 

The ambitious planning would have been for naught had it not been for the 
dedication of the town s employees over the years. The first (and for many years 
the only) employee was John R. Harkenrider. One of the first acts of that initial 
town board was the appointment of Mr Harkenrider as the Town Marshall. The 
appointment was a natural as John had served in this capacity under township 
authority prior to incorporation. In addition, Harkenrider s hall, a large room in the 
second story of his home on South Broad functioned as an unofficial town hall for 
many years. 

John Harkenrider s story is one of dedication to duty. Over the years, he would 
resign 3 times only to be reappointed several years later when his successor 
didn't work out. 



Griffith was a relatively quiet town which probably didn't require a lot of 
law-and-order. The marshall s job became a catch-all for many other town 
duties. Mr. Harkenrider and his successors found more duties piled on their desks 
as the town fathers sought to expand municipal services. As the years went by 
these included: lamplighter, water commissioner, public works, and fire chief. 
These responsibilities were usually added with no increase in salary. John 
Harkenrider and his successors were the men whom the town looked to when the 
job needed to get done 



Griffith's tradition as a crime free community started with these men. The photo on the left depicts 
John Harkenrider, Griffith's first Marshall. The circular in the center shows John Taylor (seated) and 
an unidentified deputy. Dan Walters, town Marshall between 1914 and 1917 is the subject of the photo 
on the right. 
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John Harkenrider died in office in 1931 after dedicating 18 years over 4 
different terms to the town s peace and well-being. It was probably the only way to 
get the town board to allow him to resign. 

Instability 

Considering the fragility of the fledgling little town, it is 
remarkable that it survived the early days of instability. 

After Govert s untimely death in 1905, Matt Beiriger 
resigned his Clerk Treasurer position. Blaine Hutchins 
was appointed to fill out his term only to resign shortly 
after being elected in his own right in 1906. Matt Beiriger 
was then appointed to complete Hutchins term. In ad¬ 
dition, town records show that the board would often 
respond to a petition for streets or other civic improve¬ 
ments by naming the petitioners as commissioners to 
see the improvements through. As enthusiasm gave 
way to the rigors of responsibility, these petitioners 
names would resign to be replaced by newer peti¬ 
tioners. 

The board's composition shifted repeatedly as the 
town sought to find its equilibrium. In 1906, Lou 
Southworth and Nicholas Austgen would join Mathias 
Grimmer and Blaine Hutchins. In the election of 1910, 

Alex Jamieson replaced Grimmer, and in 1912, Henry 
Govert and P. C. Tagged joined Jamieson, Austgen, 
and Beiriger. 

It wasn t until 1914 that stability came to the Town 
Board. In that year, Louis Weyhe from the recently 
annexed nodhern district would join Henry Goved, Joe 
Grimmer, Matt Beiriger, and P. C. Tagged on the town’s 
governing council. This board remained relatively intact 
for eight years and, even when Matt Beiriger left in 1922 
to be followed by Goved in '24 the experience of Weyhe 
and Grimmer remained to guide the new breed best represented by W P 
Christenson and Adolph Penning in the middle 1920 s. 

The mercurial changes in leadership in those early days did not deter the town 
from ambitious expansion in municipal projects. Obviously, belief in the town s 
future coupled with the nation's strong economy encouraged the townspeople to 
emulate its larger neighbors in Lake County. The concrete sidewalk building 
program was expanded in 1909 and continued for years. In 1919 voters elected to 
launch a municipal water system which included the drilling of wells, building 
pumping stations, and laying water lines throughout the town. In that same year 
the town authorized the installation of electric street lights. 

Earlier, in 1914, the ambitious little town had expanded north and annexed the 
area of Ridge Road This would prove to be an extremely wise move in that in the 
1970's the Ridge became the town s busiest commercial district including the 
new Griffith Park Plaza. 

The impetus for this expansion was begun in the early days of 1907. 

Two major projects gave the town identity, cohesion, and a sense of civic pride 
The first was a substantial step forward in education. The second was to become 
Griffith's best known municipal landmark. 



Griffith has always favored music as a way to relax. Here, 
4 early leaders enjoy harmony in 1910. Front row: T. 
Kestler, Joe Russell. Back: Percy Tagged, Blaine 
Hutchins. All but Kestler served on the Town Board. 
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It began when P. J. Beiriger, Griffith's representative to the Calumet Township 
School Board, reported that the township was dragging its feet in building new 
schools in Griffith. At his recommendation the town created its own school board 
with independent taxing and bonding authority. Beiriger was appointed to this 
new board along with Charles Barney and John Miller. Their overriding task was 
to plan a central school for the town. 

The New School 


The pride and joy of the little railroad town opened in 1911. The earliest photo 
of the school (above) shows how it appeared before improvements. In the 
spring of 1912, Franklin's first students posed for this class portrait (below) 



In 1910 this dream took a step closer to reality with the purchase of property in 
the 200 North block of Junction avenue. Six thousand dollars in bonds were 
floated and construction begun later that year. When the September semester 
opened in 1911 a new central school awaited the students. Franklin School 
began its 70 year history. 

It would be Griffiths only 
school for almost 50 years. 
Franklin would become the focal 
point of the town s intellectual 
and social growth for much of that 
time. The closeness of the faculty 
and student body would weave 
the fabric of the town s future as 
two generations of leaders were 
formed within its halls. 

Franklin School was truly the 
jewel of the little town in the marsh. 
Through good years and bad, 
money was always found to im¬ 
prove or expand the school. After 
adding a high school curriculum in 
1912 it became the first school in 
the Highland-Griffith-Ross cor¬ 
ridor to offer secondary education. Town records show regular expenditures for 
improvements and additions making construction an almost continual project for 
20 years. D. L. Simon, School Superintendent until 1937, remarks in his memoirs 
that while his initial impressions on arrival in town in 1926 were appalling, things 
improved rapidly over the years due to the town's overwhelming committment to 
quality education led by P. J. Beiriger and Dr. Malmstone. 

The original Franklin building no longer stands. It was replaced by a modern 
building of greater efficiency. All that is left is the original cornerstone as a 
testament to a small town's investment in the character of its youth. 

The tradition of sacrifice to support quality education continues today. 

Town Hall 



At about the same time that plans for Franklin were taking shape, residents 
began to petition the town board to construct a Town Hall. The response of the 
board was that it would have to wait until the school was built — education took 
priority. 

Tentative plans were made however, and as funds became available the plans 
became more concrete. It was in 1911 that the cornerstone was laid at 111 North 
Broad. The original building was designed by architect M. Kendricks and built by 
G. P. Pearson at a cost of $4,853.00. This combination meeting hall, jail, and 
municipal office would serve many uses including social center and place of 
worship as the town's needs grew 
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It was these two successful projects, Franklin and the Town Hall, which 
became the rallying point for the community s confidence and spirit. They were 
the first tangible evidence of Griffith s ability to govern itself. Now that they knew 
that they could do it, the people would face the challenges of the future. 



The town hall as it appears in 1979 is similar to what it looked like 
in 1912. The police and fire station was added in 1953. 


The Developer 

Among those challenges was the problem of the largely undeveloped lands of 
the Dwiggins era now owned in large part by the absentee Osterhout estate One 
of the forces that would work to change that came from Chicago in the form of a 
French Canadian dynamo named Ernest de St. Aubin. His family had settled in 
Chicago in the 1860 s. then returned briefly to Canada only to give it another try in 
the city after the Great Fire in 71 While it is not clear in what business they were 
involved, it provided enough wealth for young Ernest to begin his real estate 
ventures in the 1890 s. Ernest de St. Aubin later formed a partnership with a Sol 
Goldbert and A. Haddow Smith who became their resident agent in town. The de 
St. Aubin venture became known as the Griffith Land Company and began to buy 
and secure options on significant portions of the Osterhout land. The de St. Aubin 
developments began shortly after the turn of the century. In 1910 they appeared 
before the town board requesting approval of their second addition 

Their ventures picked up speed when, around 1913, Ernest moved his family 
from Chicago to Griffith in order to closely supervise his investment. Their first 
home was the empty North School. Several years later they moved to a new 
home at Lake and Griffith Blvd. where their ten children were raised In the 
ensuing years their realty office was established at the Southwest Corner of 
Broad and Mam. 

Like many before him, Ernest de St. Aubin s vision exceeded his capital. At one 
time he applied for and received the franchise to provide electricity in the town. 
This farsighted idea was not to see fruition, however, in 1912. The town board 
rescinded the franchise and gave it to the forerunner of NIPSCO The de St. 
Aubin enterprise picked up some of the flair of the older boom era by patterning 
their brochures after Dwiggins materials. They are remarkably similar although 



Ernest de St. Aubin 
circa 1920's 
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Town of Griffith 

A Practical Location for Manufacturing Industries 

there is no relationship between 
the two ventures. 

The greatest difference be¬ 
tween de St. Aubin and Dwiggins 
was Ernest s conservative style. 
A staunch Catholic of strict 
Canadian upbringing, Ernest is 
remembered by his contempor¬ 
aries as a man of somewhat aris¬ 
tocratic manners, determination, 
and a fiery temper. His fiscal pol¬ 
icies were sound and underneath 
his business-like exterior he was 
a warm individual who, like his 
fellow citizens, contributed quiet¬ 
ly to the civic projects of the town. 

While the growth of his venture 
was slower than hp might have 
wished, his developments ac¬ 
counted for a substantial portion 
of the growth of the town from 
1900 to 1928. 

Unfortunately, he did not live to see Griffith reach the potential he foresaw. 
Ernest de St. Aubin died in 1928 

His sons Laurent and Ernest II had been active in town affairs including the 
volunteer firemen, civic organizations and, of course, the family business. Their 
interests expanded to include developments in Hammond in the late 20’s. This 
shift of attention and the Great Depression would force them to dispose of 
significant properties in the thirties. These tracts were purchased and developed 
by W. P. Christenson. 

Worship 

The wave of optimism washed across the entire spectrum of life in the little town 
as it grew in the middle teens. As it spilled into the economic and social life it 
created new goals and dreams. One of the most important of these new stirrings 
was the desire to have a church in town. Prior to this era there had been one 
attempt to build a church by the Baptist congregation during the Dwiggins era. 
Like everything else in that time, that attempt failed to be completed. It would be 
up to the Methodists to lead the way to Griffith's first house of worship. 


Outside of Chicago city limits, and yet with 26 railroad connections. Griffith has economic advantages over 
Gary, close by. Indiana Harbor. East Chicago and adjacent towns. Correspondence with manufacturers solicited. 

Address 

Griffith Land Company 
Oriffitii, Indiana 



Original Methodist Church 
1915 



The small Methodist congregation had met in homes 
and storefronts and, after 1911, in the Town Hall. They 
were led in prayer by circuit-riding ministers from the 
Northwest Indiana Conference for those early years. 
Buoyed by the growth of the town, the congregation set 
their sights on building a permanent church. After con¬ 
siderable fund raising efforts, the dream of the congre¬ 
gation was realized when in 1915 the frame structure 
rose at the corner of Lafayette and Columbia. With a 
sanctuary, basement, and two classrooms in addition to 
the main hall of worship the building cost over $5,000. 
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For three years the Methodists were the envy of all 
other religious groups in town. In 1918 the church was 
struck by lightning and burned to the ground. The 
members would start over and rebuild several years 
later. In the interim they met for services in the Town Hall 
and stored what furniture they had saved from the fire in 
the town hall as well Once again they set out on a fund 
raising campaign including church socials, pledges, and 
concerts. The later were quite successful due to 
Griffith s passion for music and concerts. 



In the early twenties their perserverance was re¬ 
warded when the second church, built of brick this time, 
was completed. This church became the 40 year home 
of the growing congregation. Built west of the first site, 
the church still stands on Columbia west of Broad. That 
congregation of 61 members grew and so did the 
building. Several additions were climaxed by the con¬ 
struction of the east wing which extended the structure 
to Broad Street in 1950. Even that was not enough in 
1960 when the church membership totaled 1600. The 
Methodist Church is now located in an ever expanding 
complex on Cline Avenue at 44th Place. 

The Christians 



Top: The second Methodist Church, located on 
Columbia, is now the Masonic Temple. Bottom: The 
third Methodist Church, located on Cline Ave.. is on 
the site of the old Gustafson farm. 


The second church in town was built by the Christian congregation. In contrast 
to the Methodists the develoment of this church was almost instantaneous. The 
congregation was the outgrowth of a series of revival meetings held in the town in 
the summer of 1920 and sponsored by the Hammond Christian Church. With 
enthusiasm high, the new congregation, along with help from fellow church 
members from as far away as Porter County built the church in one day. The 
frame church constructed at this festive building-raising on August 8, 1920 still 
stands at 231 North Broad It was enlarged, moved, and remodeled over the 
years. Minister J. K. Woernerwas 
the driving force in the congrega¬ 
tion from 1928 to 1946 during 
which they relocated to their 
present site of Pine and Harvey. 

The little frame structure still 
serves a holy purpose as many 
other embryonic denominations 
have used it as a starting point. 

Presently it is the site of the Bible 
Baptist Church. Rev. Ken Jones 
as Pastor. 




The original Church of Christ has been used by many denominations since that original congre¬ 
gation moved to the church pictured on the right (Pine & Harvey). 
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The Catholics 



While the Catholics were the largest denomination in town they were relatively 
slow to organize their own parish. This was probably due to the conservative 
fiscal policies of the Fort Wayne Diocese However, in 1921 they received 
permission to split from St. Michaels in Schererville and St. Mary Parish was 
formed Reverend Joseph Suelzer was appointed pastor and in 1928, a com¬ 
bination church and school building was built with the proceeds of seven years of 
chicken dinners, church socials and difficult fund-raising. 

No story about St. Mary s (or the religious development of the community, for 
that matter) can be told without Monsignor Leo Hildebrandt. Transferred from 
Hammond in 1932, he became the pastor in Griffith in the depths of the de¬ 
pression. For 40 years he was the spiritual leader of Griffith's large Catholic 
community and the dean of our town s clergymen. In the days before ecumenism, 
he created a spirit of co-operation among all denominations. During his tenure he 
fought off the mortgage holders, rebuilt after the fire of 1940, sponsored two 
parishes (Our Lady of Grace and St. James both of Highland), trained most of the 
priests who went on to become pastors throughout the area and helped form the 
Gary Diocese. In between he expanded the facilities of the parish several times 
including construction of the present church in 1958. 

Monsignor is now retired but still lives in the rectory that has been his home for 
those many years. Fortunately, he is still part of the community in 1979 

To many older parishoners, the identity of St. Mary Parish and Father 
Hildebrandt are inseparable 



Father Joseph Suelzer and the entire parish posed for this picture after the first mass in the new parish in 
1928. St. Mary Parish Church as it is today is shown at right. 



Cooperation & Safety 

One of the key lessons to be learned from the church histories was that mutual 
co-operation among its diverse elements was the key to the town's continued 
success. When a congregation needed a meeting place during their formative 
years, the Town Hall was available without fuss over separation of church and 
state. The churches have reciprocated by offering their halls to many public 
groups as a gesture of civic interest. In 1979 Griffith is the home of over 19 
churches, all of whom play a part in the community's social and spiritual life. 

Compromise and joint effort was the only means of survival in those chal¬ 
lenging days. 

Most improvements were a blend of the social, economic, and municipal. One 
of the best examples of these cooperative efforts is the 60 year history of the 
Griffith Volunteer Fire Department. 
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Town government took the first steps in fire protection when, in 1908. the board 
spent $438 for two hand pulled chemically activated fire wagons A loosely 
organized group was coordinated by Marshall Harkenrider to man the fire equip¬ 
ment. Growing urban needs pressured the board to expand the fire fighting 
capacity over the years until 1920 when a new fire truck was purchased for 
$3,750 (75% of what they had paid for the Town Hall nine years earlier). 

The significance of this purchase cannot be overstated. It signals a new 
direction on the part of the town. From that moment on, a new priority was 
established. Griffith made a commitment to professionalism in fire protection that 
continues today. 

With the purchase of the new fire engine it became necessary to organize the 
fire fighting efforts into a department. In 1920 the Griffith Volunteer Fire De¬ 
partment was born. It was originally authorized to include 30 men, 24 of which 
were recruited in a few days. 

A new barn to store the new truck and equipment was built for $1,210 by Robert 
McFarland, one of the new volunteers. While his family business grew through 
the decades, Robert continued to devote considerable time and energies to civic 
projects. He later became fire chief and was responsible for much of the moder¬ 
nization of the department over the years. 

From those initial days, our volunteer fire department has grown to three 
stations and several hundred men. The dedication to excellence has not 
changed. The tradition of sacrifice has continued to this day. It was exhibited in 
the 1920's when firemen attended classes and seminars in distant locations to 
broaden their skills. It continued in the thirties when, due to the depression, the 
Town Board sought to economise by cutting their small stipends to keep the 
membership number stable. The tradition was enriched during the 50 s and 60 s 
when the firemen bought old and damaged trucks and equipment to restore and 
rebuild them on their own time. This dedication still lives today as the Griffith 
Volunteer Fire Department serves an ever more complex town of over 25,000 
with expertise and a professionalism that rivals its larger neighbors with full time 
deDartments. 



— 37 — 










Griffith's WWI volunteers 
at town wide sendoff 


Years of Struggle — Years of Hope 

The unbridled confidence of America in the late teens overwhelmed the bar¬ 
riers of isolationism and swept the country into World War. Patriotism reached a 
fever pitch in 1917 as the largely German population of Griffith sent their sons off 
to whip the Kaiser." 

As a display of patriotic enthusiasm, the townspeople organized a giant dinner 
as a sendoff to Griffith's new recruits. Speeches by local leaders, army recruiters, 
and civil war veterans highlighted the evening to which the whole town of 500 was 
invited. 

As the boys marched off to over there," the town lock-stepped behind them in 
support of the war effort. Griffith oversubscribed two war bond drives while 
collecting and recycling scrap metal. 

Some who marched away so gallantly would never return. Chauncey D. 
Walters was the first to fall. The American Legion Post was named in his honor in 
1923. Others who gave their lives "to make the world safe for Democracy" were 
John P. Westerhout, R. Kilbourne, John Jansen, and Joe Austgen. 

Those who returned to the love and admiration of their families were different 
from the boys who had marched away. As the years went by, they would take the 
reins of the little town and lead it in a new direction. Their most immediate concern 
was to build a life for themselves and their families in an America of increasing 
social polarization and frantic activity. 

Griffith offered opportunity to these and others. As the twenties roared, bus¬ 
iness expanded around the country, and Griffith enjoyed many of the benefits. In 
the 20 s the town was on the way to becoming a well balanced economic entity. 
As Griffith's small industries expanded and new ones were started, new jobs 
were created providing the magnet to draw new residents. In response to this 
influx, residential construction boomed and commercial enterprises sprang up to 
serve the expanding population. 

Among the industries at the time were the Smith-Victor Company on Colfax 
(they were moving into the manufacture of photographic lights after making 
flashpowder in several other locations around the country). The Mapes Paper 
Products Company which had located in one of Dwiggins old factory buildings 
was expanding during this time as was the Potters Foundry on North Factory 
Avenue (now known as Lindberg). Owner B.B. Potter had served a term on the 
school board in 1910 and was active in civic affairs. For many years, Potters was 
the only foundry in town. But in the 20 s there was a young man on the horizon 
who would change that. 

Three Generations of Foundrymen 



It was in 1927 that a young man came to Griffith to build its second 
foundry. For almost 50 years the relationship between the town and the 
Louis Keen family would be one of mutual respect and cooperation. From its 
beginning on the site of an old blacksmith shop southeast of Main at the 
intersection with the EJ&E to Griffith’s largest industry in the 60 s, the Keens 
retained a Louis' philosophy that a business should help its neighbors and 
contribute to the community. Louis Keen s foundry became a significant 
employer in the late 30's as munitions production expanded. The foundry 
was operated by three generations of Keens until its sale to N&A Foundries 
in 1977. 


— 38 — 




Stores and Shops 

Mercantile enterprises were springing up as well W P. Christenson was 
expanding his coal operation and getting ready to enter politics in 1924 The 
McFarland family, relative newcomers to the town, were expanding their lumber 
yard as well. In 1911 William McFarland arrived in Griffith from Boone Grove, 
Indiana to work on the railroad. Later he worked for Potter s Foundry and, on the 
advice of his sister who worked with a lumber yard in Chicago, he and his oldest 
son, Harry, started the William McFarland and Son Lumber and Coal Company in 
their back yard on Factory Avenue. In 1926 they moved to their long time location 
on East Main Street. Eventually, all his sons came into the business. 

Other new stores in the twenties included the Bothwell's Grocery, a print shop, 
barber shop, and a new industry — the gas station. Among the first of these was 
May's at Broad and Columbia. 

With so much expansion a local bank was a necessity. In 1920 the Griffith State 
Bank opened with $25,000 in capital and a list of very prominent officers. Griffith 
residents on the board included P. J. Beiriger, Joseph Grimmer, Dr. Malmstone, 
and George P. Spitz. The bank was organized by C. Oliver Holmes, and R. A 
Clark both of Gary. The optimism of the times would last only thirteen years as the 
bank was wiped out in the national bank failures of the depression. 

All of this growth put Griffith on a solid economic footing in the twenties. The 
blend of industrial employment, shopping, residential neighborhoods, plus a 
cultural and social structure provided for the good life for the townspeople While 
in 1928 Griffith was in the middle of a boom period, it wouldn't last forever 
Although the town would suffer several economic shocks along with the rest of 
the country, it would weather the storm better than others due to its well balanced 
financial condition. 

Municipal Improvements 

With the tax base growing, the town board expanded municipal services. One 
of the major projects was the water system begun at citizen request in 1919. As 
more citizens appear before the board requesting extension of the water lines the 
project grew substantially. New wells were drilled and new pumping stations were 
added in the twenties. 

Other civic improvements were attempted by the ambitious town board con¬ 
sisting of Louis Weyhe, W P. Christenson, J. O. Russell, H. E. Bothwell. Adolph 
Penning, and Percy Taggart. This board, elected in 1924, presided while Ridge 
Road was paved. Main Street widened, and street lights were increased. 

During this period Franklin School continued to expand as the population 
increased. In 1923 a gym and several classrooms were added as part of the 
ongoing construction at the school. 

This led to the inclusion of interscholastic sports into the curriculum. The first 
big dividend of the athletic program was provided by the women. In 1928 the girls 
basketball team established a world s record that still stands today when they 
defeated Merrillville by the unbelievable score of 126 to 4. 

Ruth Hutchins scored 120 of those points to eclipse the old record by 108 points. 

It is rumored that Merrillville did not field a team the next year 



Griffith State Bank —1920-1933 
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D. L. Simon 


The Superintendent 

Of even greater significance was the arrival in town of Donald L. Simon in 1926. 
Originally hired as Franklin s principal, he became superintendent of schools 
shortly thereafter. His recollections of his eleven year tenure document the rapid 
rise in professionalism in public instruction accomplished by the town More and 
better teachers were hired. The curriculum was expanded and modernized The 
facilities were continually improved. This record was accomplished due to the 
leadership of P. J. Beiriger, Dr. Francis Malmstone. and Simon. 

While his stay in Griffith lasted only eleven years, his performance during those 
critical years established a precedent for the dynamic, quality conscious school 
system of today. By organizing the school system along innovative lines and 
demanding the best, he channeled the resources of the town into school dev¬ 
elopment He left Griffith in 1937 to become Superintendent of Schools in Indian¬ 
apolis. 

The Crash 

Griffith was riding high along with the rest of the country on the morning of 
October 24,1929. By the evening of that day, the dreams of permanent prosperity 
were destroyed in the crash. In the ensuing bank panic the economy of the whole 
nation would be wrecked beyond repair in a matter of weeks. 

The Great Depression was here to stay. Griffith suffered along with the rest of 
the country. The new bank that had opened with such fanfare at the beginning of 
the decade collapsed in the panic. It would make a valiant attempt to stay alive 
and reopen only to be robbed in 1931. In 1933, the Indiana Department of 
Finance ordered the Griffith State Bank to close permanently. The bank building 
was purchased by Sam B. Woods and donated to the town to be used as a library 

Even more serious problems faced the town as it stared into the teeth of the 
Great Depression. The industries were laying off townspeople, creating a ripple 
effect throughout the community. Due to the economic hard times the railroads 
assessed valuation dropped 25% thus wrecking the municipal budget. 

To make matters worse. John Harkenrider, the dependable public servant, 
died unexpectedly in 1931. Tom Ruttledge, his assistant for several years, was 
promoted to the Marshall s job 

The chief economy measures taken during those bleak days were the cutting of 
salaries. The Town Board consisting of Louis Weyhe. Earl Butler. Joe Grimmer, 
W. P. Christenson, and Ed Miller took the lead by slashing their paychecks by 
40%. Laborers were paid as low as fifty cents a day. Street lights were turned off 
until accidents started happening on Ridge Road The traffic light at Main and 
Broad was also shut off. 

The signs of desperation are evident in town board minutes. In 1932 the board 
begins to borrow from the Street Department fund to pay the Marshall. The town 
Treasu rer met with jobless homeowners to help work out terms for the payment of 
delinquent taxes in 1932. 

Innovation & Sacrifice 

The economic disaster cut across all social and cultural lines. Some groups 
met the challenge with resiliency and resourcefulness. 

One example was the Boy Scout Troop under the leadership of Clayton 
Watkins. Since its inception in 1914. the group had been accustomed to the usual 
scouting program of field trips, campouts. and uniforms. When the treasury fell to 
89 cents in 1932, no one could afford uniforms or camping equipment. 

The troop substituted public service for nature hikes. They collected and 
repaired toys for needy children and distributed Christmas food baskets in 1932. 
They did their camping in Clayton's back yard where they ate pancakes and slept 
in homemade sleeping bags Their outstanding sen/ice was recognized when 




they were awarded first place in scout judging that year In 1933 they were 
rewarded by a trip to the Chicago World s Fair. 

Another dedicated group was the firemen. In 1 932 the town board sought to 
apply the economy measures to the Fire Department by firing 25°o of the firemen 
The fire fighters met and agreed to spread a pay cut of 25°o among all firemen 
rather than endanger the town by reducing staff 

The schools were especially hard hit With their budget cut they were faced with 
the additional burden of a growing student population The WPA programs of 
F D R s New Deal provided part of the answer WPA grants were used to 
remodel parts of the school to create a science lab. a home economics room, a 
vocational shop, and other classrooms. The teachers cooperated by taking a 
25°o cut in pay and handling extra curricular activities on a volunteer basis. 

Although there were no funds for major improvements, the townspeople still 
struggled to improve their school. In 1939, a volunteer civic group raised funds, 
scavenged for electrical equipment, and installed lights at Franklin Field. 

Additional Burdens 

With a 75% increase in town population in the thirties coupled with the de¬ 
crease in tax revenues, the municipal budget was stretched to the breaking point 
The answer was reorganization of management structures The decade had 
begun with Dan Walters as fire chief When he resigned in 1934. Nelson 
Mandernach was appointed Upon his resignation in 1937, Robert McFarland 
was appointed to oversee the reorganization of the department with new 
standards, increased education, and decreased staff 

Optimism 

1930 wasn't a very good time to start a new business But Ernest Strack and 
Memhard Niessen were optimists. After their arrival from Germany they started 
the Royal Blue Grocery Store on North Broad. Unable to buy a large inventory 
they crowded their goods to the front of the shelves. Through the years Ernest 
Strack s ventures expanded until today he and his sons own Lake County s 
largest local supermarket chain The Strack family shares their prosperity with the 
community through civic philanthropy to this day. 



By 1939, things were looking up for Griffith and the rest of the country. Keen 
Foundry and Mapes were expanding slightly and residential construction was 
beginning again. The partnership of W P Christenson and Art Govert, grandson 
of William Peter, was in full swing. They would take the lead in realizing the dream 
of so many years — to build up the surrounding lands with large tracts of homes 
Others who were engaged in this industry were James Phillips, realtor and Town 
Trustee; Lawrence Hilbrich; and C E. Riehl. 

The little town would prosper in the 40 s. A wave of construction began then 
that would continue until today as America looks to suburbia and a new lifestyle 
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Sam B Woods, Lake County Historian, noted in his newspaper column of 1941 
that McFarlands and Christensons were both expanding; Spitz and Miller had 
built a new building; and Walgreens had located in town. This was the beginning 
of the development of the west side of the 100 North block of Broad which would 
become the town s largest business district until the 1970's. 

All this prosperity had a high price. After December 7, 1941, Griffith would once 
again send its finest young men to fight on foreign soil. There were no town wide 
banquets this time, just tearful farewells and prayers for victory. The town was just 
as supportive of the Gl's as they had been of the Doughboys. Gladys Bothwell 
was the organizer of scrap drives. The Fire Department did without a badly 
needed truck when turned down by the War Production Board. Residents parked 
their cars and walked or took buses to conserve fuel and tires for the war effort. As 
before, the patriotic citizens had several successful war bond drives. 

As a boost to the patriotic spirits of the time the recently organized Lions Club 
built a large War Memorial Board which commemorated all those who had fought 
in the first World War. After the war it was taken down for repairs and never 
re-installed. A more permanent marker now stands in Central Park as a memorial 
to those who fought in all wars. 

Life still went on during the war years. The water lines were still being ex¬ 
panded A Park and Recreation Board was established in 1942. Once again there 
was a change in Marshalls. Claude Patterson who had served since Ruttledge s 
resignation in 1939 resigned in 1944 to take a job in a defense plant. William 
Kussmaul was appointed as his replacement. He would serve the town as its top 
law enforcement officer for over 20 years, first as Marshall and after 1956, Chief 
of Police. 

Too Much Success 

The boom in housing was creating a problem for the town in the 40 s. Just as 
they had grappled with poverty in the Depression they now tried to cope with too 
much success. The treasury was depleted from the hard times of the Thirties and 
there was no way the town could afford to build new streets and sidewalks in the 
newly developed areas. The town board reluctantly informed the developers that 
the builders would have to make their own improvements. Over the years this 
arrangement became a traditional policy. Today, like most towns throughout the 
country. Griffith requires developers to provide water, streets, sewers, curbs, and 
sidewalks as a matter of course. 

The town sought to come to grips with this expansion in other ways as well. In 
1939 a new zoning ordinance was written and a Zoning Appeals Board es¬ 
tablished. By 1945 the code was obsolete. A committee of Hiram McFarland, 
Hans H Estrup. and W. H. Allen was impaneled to revise the old code. 

Post War Boom 

In the waning days of the war ambitious plans were announced for the west 
side of the 100 north block of Broad Street. Harold Loomis headed a consortion of 
investors who would purchase most of the land and build a new Walgreens Drug 
Store and entertainment complex including a cafeteria, bowling alleys, and a 
theatre. When the building took longer than anticipated, the bowling alley was 
dropped. The Walgreen Agency is still there but the theatre operated only briefly. 
In 1944 the Gary National Bank opened its third branch and the first branch bank 
ever located in Griffith. William Allen was the first manager. This was one more 
indication of the tremendous expansion the town would face in the coming era. 

After V-J Day the boys would be coming home. Like their World War I pre¬ 
decessors. their priorities would be jobs, families, and homes. Griffith was facing 
its largest challenges yet. 
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The Modern Era 

As the country entered the post war years, two social and economic phe¬ 
nomena would revolutionize the country and drastically affect the now not so little 
town of Griffith. The post war baby boom and availability of cheap energy would 
create the new milieu later called suburbia. 

The overriding concern of the returning veterans was to forget the horrors of 
war. They wanted to get a job - get married - get ahead - in short get started as fast 
as possible. The overall mood of the society was one of turning in and concen¬ 
trating on smaller frames of reference such as families, local towns, and neigh¬ 
borhood schools. 

To the city dwellers of neighboring industrial towns, the greener pastures of 
Griffith looked like the perfect place to raise their contribution to the baby boom 
Gas was cheap so why not travel a little further to work if it meant a chance to live 
in quieter surroundings. As new developers saw the opportunities in Griffith the 
exodus began from cities such as East Chicago, Hammond, and Whiting 

The boom of the forties had brought the town population to 4,470 according to 
the 1950 census. Five years later, the population was 6,682. This seemingly 
incredible jump is indicative of the trend which continues today with a population 
of over 18,000. 

While the expansion was welcome, it put an unbearable strain on municipal 
programs. Town Trustees, who were in essence part-time administrators, had to 
cope with a whole new collection of challenges Technical problems of sewer 
engineering, flood plain construction, and management of a budget in the millions 
required expertise and sophistication. The new social structure create by the 
influx of new residents would complicate their jobs even further. 

The new residents brought ideas with them when they moved. Among these 
were strong voting traditions. Prior to the 50 s Griffith s two party ticket was not 
affilated with either Democrats or Republicans. Candidates ran on either the 
Village or People's tickets. In 1955, the first election was held in which the 
candidates ran under their respective national banners. The former city dwellers, 
used to voting Democratic, rolled their party to victory in all positions except one 

The flood of new residents was causing extreme difficulties in the school as 
well. Despite extensive remodeling and additions, the school was inadequate to 
handle 12 grades of instruction. Unfortunately, the town had reached its bonding 
authority. In the best Griffith tradition, residents took the initiative and created a 
public holding corporation which sold stock and bonds until they raised the 
$580,000 necessary to finance the construction of Griffith High School. The 
Griffith School Building Corporation was headed by Charles Colyer. Mrs. Robert 
Preston, and Calvin James. The new high school was completed in 1954. 


Neighborhood Schools 

In 1956 the school board of Jesse Sheets, Ted Tom, 
and John Govert sought to come to terms with Griffith s 
suburban sprawl. With residences covering a wider ter¬ 
ritory, the old central school concept was no longer 
feasible After surveying the town s needs and growth 
patterns, they developed a plan that would incorporate 
four neighborhood schools. The system was further 
revised on the basis of K-6, Junior High (7-9), and 
Senior High (10-12) Kindergarten through sixth grade 
were to be housed in the neighborhood schools. Junior 
and Senior High students occupied opposite wings of 
the high school complex. In 1958 the first of the neigh¬ 
borhood schools. Eldon Ready on the far north Broad, 
was completed Elsie Wadsworth School, named after 
one of our finest teachers, was completed in 1963 The 
final two neighborhood schools were completed in the 
70s. 








Fire and Water 



Glenn Reyome 


As part of the effort to cope with expanding needs. Griffith built the first fire and 
police station in 1953. The opening of the facility at 115 North Broad was such a 
big event that over 10% of the community gathered for the ceremonies. A second 
milestone was passed in public protection when the town voted to install a 
metropolitan police system in 1956. Then Town Marshall William Kussmaul 
became Chief of Police Kussmaul. The significance of this step is important. The 
system provided for greater growth and demanded greater professionalism. 

Immediately after this move we see the force expanding yearly Their sophis¬ 
tication improves as well All officers were expected to attend out of town sem¬ 
inars and specialized training as the years progressed. Through each successive 
chief s tenure, the tradition of excellence has been instilled in all the town s law 
enforcement officers. Furthermore, every chief has been promoted from within 
giving the town a continuity of service. 

Throughout our history to this point we have continually referred to the water 
lines as one of the crucial municipal projects. By 1955 the project was still 
expanding its delivery system but the now familiar problems were still cropping up 
at the wells and pumping stations. The cost of new wells and new pumps plus 
citizens complaints of hard water prompted the town to look to the Gary-Hobart 
Water Company to provide Lake Michigan water for the town. In the late 50 s 
Griffith tied into this private corporation s system. The town still buys the water 
from Gary-Hobart and handles delivery and billing in order to maintain quality 
control over the system. This move eliminated most of the oustanding difficulties 
with the water program and paved the way for further development. 

Harkenrider's Successor 

In the first two decades of incorporation John Harkenrider was the man to 
whom the town looked when municipal projects and services were needed. While 
the history of Griffith is crowded with dedicated public servants, none matched 
the do-it-all stature of John Harkenrider until the 1950 s. In 1954 a young man 
left his pattern making job at Keen Foundry to join the Griffith Water Department 
as a meter reader and repairman His quiet eagerness to apply himself by 
learning the intricacies of the system as well as attending out of town classes 
made him indispensable as time went on. Glenn Reyome was promoted to 
Superintendent of Public Works in 1965 and has become the John Harkenrider of 
the modern era Serving three different town administrations of both Republicans 
and Democrats, he has kept his office above politics and his employees beyond 
the reach of patronage. The high standards of Griffith s public works department 
are one of the chief reasons for the town s success 

Service to the community is a Reyome family tradition. Glenn s son, James 
Reyome, is presently Chief of Police. His appointment in 1976 came after almost 
twenty years on the force, distinguished by youth work and an oustanding career 
as a detective 

Play Ball! 

Griffith was never all work and no play. Athletics and music have always played 
a big part in the town's structure. Consequently, as Little League Baseball was 
booming across the country in the 1950's Griffith rushed to participate in this new 
organization. This volunteer effort was begun by a few ambitious people who 
constructed the first permanent diamond in Central Park. The group grew until it 
comprised three leagues with over 400 boys participating. The success of this 
group prompted the formation of other baseball leagues. The Babe Ruth for boys 
13-15 was organized in the 60 s. Girls Softball is the success story of the 70 s. 
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Baseball is Griffith's summer passion. Leagues for all ages and sexes keep 
the diamonds busy all summer. 


More Improvements More Development 

Through the 60 s and 70 s the story is more of the same as the upward cycle of 
economic development and public works continues. From the sewer project of 
1961, when Griffith tied into the Hammond sewage treatment system to the 
massive Sewer Separation project of 1979. Griffith s leaders have constantly 
sought to improve municipal services. The qualities of resourcefullness. long 
range planning ability, and dedication have made the difference over the years. 

It is this and more that has attracted the quality of development most evident in 
the past two decades. One of the best examples of this trend is the complex 
known as the Mansards. Begun in the middle 60 s, The Mansards Apartments 
were the dream of three men, James Dye, Sherm McKeown, and John Bullard 
Prior to this venture they had constructed hundreds of homes throughout Griffith 
as Landmark, Inc. 

While they weren t the first apartment builders in Griffith, their massive devel¬ 
opment pointed a new direction for the town. Throughout its history, 90% of 
Griffith’s families owned their own homes and apartments were viewed with 
apprehension. The Mansards changed all that. The architecture and quality 
conscious management has made this complex an overwhelming success. Their 
most unique feature, their exceptionally well landscaped grounds, has given 
them a national reputation as one of the country s finest developments. 



Sewer Separation Protect 
1979 



Two lifeaty les - home and apartment living. Either way, Griffith s homes enjoy natural surroundings. 






Books and Schools 

As part of Griffith's overall intellectual growth, a new library was built in 1965 
north of 45th This new structure was a project of the Lake County Library system 
and was the result of many years of citizen persistence. 

It is only fitting that we finish our history with one last word about education. 

The plan for neighborhood schools devised in 1956 reached fruition in the 70 s. 
The western area school named for P. J. Beiriger was completed in 1968. 

The fourth school was the first school. Benjamin Franklin School was exten¬ 
sively remodeled and rebuilt beginning in 1973. Unfortunately, in the course of 
this new construction, the original Franklin structure was destroyed. 

Anticipating this, the Franklin Open House was held in the spring of 1973. This 
day of nostalgia was offered to allow former students and teachers to visit one last 
time. It was at this event that this book was first suggested. It was from that 
wellspring that its researchers and writers drew their inspiration. 

From the ashes of old Franklin School we hope a phoenix of community spirit 
will rise. 

It is not the purpose of this book to glorify the past. Rather, it is our hope that the 
lesson of our history will be learned by future generations. 

A town needs dedication, innovation, and persistence to grow. It needs people 
to love it. 


It needs us all to believe in it. 



Griffith Diamond Jubilee Corporation 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Richard C. Miller 
General Cha>rman 
Gene Rowe 
President 
Larry Owen 
Vice-President 
Helen Molinaro 
Secretary 
Terry Gadberry 
Treasurer 
Chuck Sanger 
Controller 
Ev Bunce 
Historian 
Dale Newhard 
Even's 
Gale Riggle 
Decoration 
Max Adams 


Headquarters Administration 

Dick Blythe 
Operating Capital 
Dan McCain 
Publicity Division 

Greg Jensvold 

Participation Division 

Tom Dwan 
Revenue Division 
John Deets 
Special Events Division 
Barbara Schweitzer 
Advanced Sales Division 
Aubrey Wilcox 
Thelma Last 
Pioneer Activity Division 
Wayne Lemmon 
Business Manager 


ADVISORY BOARD 

Roy Christenson 
Merle Colby 
Ed DeReamer 
Ivan Gatlin 

Msgr. Leo P. Hildebrandt 
Jack Hilbrich 
Leona James 
Florence Kaegebein 
Bill Kane 
Leona Kane 
Bob Konopasek 
Carl Konopasek 
Robert Kurtz 
Bill Muha 
Rev. Jack Pavy 
Glen Reyome 
Jim Reyome 
Pat Schaadt 
George Spitz 
Ernest Strack 


Calendar of Jubilee Events 


July 1-Sunday — “Faith Of Our Fathers’ Day” 

A M - Anniversary services in all churches Late afternoon - United Vesper 
Hymn Sing 

Evening - Coronation of Griffith s Royal Court; prior to first performance of 
Griffith-On Track!" (an hysterical-historical musical) - Griffith High School 
Auditorium 

July 2-Monday — “Young America s Day” 

Games and contests - Central Park, for youngsters through age 12 
P M - Second showing - Griffith-On Track! GHS Auditorium 
July 3-Tuesday — “Ladies’ Day” — “Teens And Young Adults' Day” 
Activities to be announced 
P M - Contemporary Music Concert - M & R Rush 
July 4-YVednesday — “Diamond Jubilee 4th Of July Parade” 

Sponsored by the Jubilee Committee in cooperation with the Lions Club 
Afternoon - Old Fashioned Band concert at Central Park - Musicians Union 
P M - FIRE WORKS DISPLAY 
July 5-Thursday — “Old Fashioned Bargain Days” 

All Day - Broad St and Ridge Road shopping areas, sponsored by Chamber of 
Commerce 

Griffith Clubs and Civic Groups will also have Sales and Games Booths 
P M - Third showing - Griffith-On Track’ GHS Auditorium 


Office Staff - Jill Zengler and Judy Young 
Special Events Chairman; John Deets 
Church Sunday - Rev Doyle (Jack) Pavy 

Historical Drama and Modern Music Concert - Ray Weaver and Gerry Spejewski 

Lions 4th of July Parade * Glenn Reyome and Dana Frost 

Fireworks - Bernard Depa and Frank DeFazio 

Royal Family Coronation - Barbara Schweitzer 

Ladies Day - Betty Hardin and Mary Pawlowski 

Young America Day - Gary J. Sutton 

Firemen s Jubilee Ball - Dana Frost 


July 6-Friday — “Homecoming And Pioneer Day” 

All Day - Old Fashioned Bargain Days (Cont) 

A M - Registration at Hospitality Center. Franklin School 
Noon and Afternoon - Lunch and program at Central Park for pioneers and 
senior citizens 

Early Evening - Street Square Dance. Downtown Area 
P M COUNTRY-WESTERN SHOW — 

Featuring Freddy Fender, two performances. GHS Auditorium 
July 7-Saturday — “Men’s Day” 

A M and Afternoon - Historical Displays 
Noon — Men s Service Club s Combined Luncheon 
P M - FIREMEN S JUBILEE BALL - Jubilee costumes encouraged, men s 
beard judging contest 

ALL proceeds from the Jubilee Ball are donated to the Griffith Volunteer Fire 
Department 

July 8-Jubilee Committee Day 

A M - Church Services in all churches 

Noon and Afternoon - Barbecue Picnic for Jubilee Committee and their 
families 

Jubilee Committee Recognition 


Revenue Division - Tom Dwan 
Commemorative Coin - Ed Connell 

Commemorative License Plate - Ed DeReamer - Marge Guliver 

Participation Division - Greg Jensvold 

Brothers of the Brush - John Fetla and Nick Commos 

Wearing Apparel - Tom Giaiovic 

Belles of the Jubilee - Judy Bridges 

Public Relations Division - Dan McCain 

Downtown Decorations - Gale Riggle 

Advanced Sales Division - Barbara Schweitzer 


Captains: Betty Marsh. Ruth Schaller. Pat Huddlestun. Clara and Dewey Tuel. Debbie Cuppett. Donna Paul and Harold McCoy 
Auditors Wallace Welzien and Hiram McFarland 

Volunteers Robert Schweitzer. Clyde Paul. Dorothy Urbamk. Linda Shearer. Margaret Grimmer. Mildred Moats. Gayle Herron and Irene Miller 







Junior Woman s Club Service Project -1968 


Griffith’s Civic Groups 



Community Spirit - Christmas Decoration Project 


Civic & Social Clubs with Date of Organization 


American Legion Post 66 -1926 

Associate Chapter. Tri Kappa -1970 

Beta Sigma Phi, Sig Zeta Nu Chapter -1954 

Calumet Astronomy Society -1975 

Community Spirit -1968 

Daughters of Isabella -1951 

Girls Softball -1966 

Grandmothers Club -1951 

Griffith Babe Ruth League -1957 

Griffith Booster Club -1969 

Griffith Chamber of Commerce -1928 

Griffith Democrat Club 

Griffith Grinners 4-H Club -1972 

Griffith Organic Garden Club -1950 

Griffith Soccer Club -1979 

Griffith Woman’s Club -1948 

Home and Garden Club -1948 

Isaac Walton League -1947 

Jaycees * 1958 


Junior Woman s Club -1956 

Kiwanis Club -1971 

Knights of Columbus #3631 -1962 

Little League -1954 

Lions Club • 1940 

Men’s Softball -1976 

National Catholic Order of Foresters -1933 

Navy Mothers Club -1954 

North Griffith Extension Homemakers -1946 

Republican Club -1960 

Rotary Club -1967 

Sam B. Woods Questers -1970 

Swim Club -1970 

Swinging Seniors -1975 

T.O.P.S. Club-1971 

Tri Kappa -1949 

Veterans of Foreign Wars -1956 

Welcome Wagon -1955 

Yo Hoe Garden Club -1950 





Diamond Jubilee 

Sales & Service 
Directory 


A Guide to Goods and Service Available to the Community 


We wish to express our gratitude to the 
merchants who supported this book and 
all the other efforts of the Diamond Jubi¬ 
lee Festivities. 

We hope that you will use this section, 
organized into easy to find categories, as 
a consumer reference for years to come. 

We recommend that your patronize the 
people who supported the Jubilee. 

—The Diamond Jubilee Committee 


Business Directory — Index to Advertisers 


Associations. 

Griffith Chamber of Commerce . 

Knights of Columbus. 

American Legion. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Automotive. 

PTLTire & Auto. 

Griffith Motors. 

Pat’s Frame & Axle. 

Griffith Auto Parts .. 

Griffith Texaco. 

Conver’s Standard. 

Tel*Star Communications. 

Govert & Bridegroom. 

Boender’s 66. 

Beauty. 

Hair Designers Unlimited. 

The Hairbenders. 

Jim & Carl’s Barber Shop. 

Elaine Power Figure Salon. 

Cleaners. 

Vogue Cleaners. 

Griffland Village Cleaners. 

Clothing. 

Dudes & Dolls. 

Connie Casuals. 

Falveys. 

Harvey’s. 

Construction. 

Brant Construction Co., Inc. . .. 

Salisbury Engineering, Inc. 

Financial Institutions. 

Hoosier State Bank. 

Citizens Federal Savings & Loan 

Calumet National Bank. 

Gary National Bank. 

Griffith Federal Savings & Loan. 

Mercantile National Bank. 

First Bank of Whiting. 

St. Mary Federal Credit Union .. 

Bank of Indiana. 

Florist. 

Armar’s Creations. 

An-Dee’s Floral Shop. 

Lamprecht Florist . 

Food Stores. 

Strack & Van Til Super Mart 

Emsinas. 

Patty-Cake Bakery. 

Griffith General Health Foods . . 

Funeral. 

Kuiper Funeral Home, Inc. 

Fagen-Miller Funeral Gardens . . 

Home Furnishings. 

Griffith Furniture. 

Slumber Shop. 

Albert A. Slater Furniture. 

Hagen Furniture. 

K & B Interiors (Bix). 

Vierk’s Hessville Furniture. 

Stereo Components. 

Art’s Furniture Refinishing. 

Home Improvement. 

Griffith True Value Hardware . . . 

Wickes Lumber. 

Ace Hardware. 

Postema Paint & Floor Covering 


Insurance.74 

Herb Schumann.74 

Chuck Gard.74 

Spitz & Miller.75 

Manta & Hurst ... 7.76 

Jewelers.77 

Griffith Jewelers.77 

C. L. S. Jewelers.77 

Liquor. 78 

Party Liquors.78 

Griffith Liquors.78 

Manufacturing.79 

LaSalle Steel Co.79 

Smith-Victor Corp.80 

American Chemical .. 80 

Miscellaneous 

The Pipemaker.64 

C & R Stationery.68 

Bakker Produce, Inc.68 

Lakeridge Medical Center.74 

Griffith Used Book Shop.77 

Carley’s Moving & Storage.80 

Terpstra Bros.83 

Smith, Hilbrich, Cunningham & Schwerd.'.86 

The Griffith Shopper.93 

Jeanne’s School of Dance.93 

Pepsi-Cola.94 

Mansard Apartments & Racquet Club.95 

Reflections, Inc.96 

Griffith Ready-Mix.Back Cover 

Pharmacy.81 

Ribordy.81 

Shakula’s.81 

Griffith Drugs, Inc.81 

Park Pharmacy. 81 

Plumbing, Heating, Electrical.82 

Jack’s Heating & Air Conditioning.82 

Austgen Electric.83 

Childer’s Heating & Air Conditioning.83 

Leathers Plumbing..83 

Recreation.84 

Blythe’s.84 

Terpstra’s.84 

Voyager Travel.85 

Loomis Cycle Sales, Inc.85 

Bowl-Aren a Lanes.86 

Clayton’s Trailer Sales.86 

G & G Hobbies.86 

Restaurants.87 

Perkins Cake & Steak.87 

Squigi’s.87 

Luigrs Pizza.87 

Magma.88 

Griffith Dairy Queen.88 

Egg Roll Hut.88 

Ye Old Town Saloon & Pizza. 89 

John’s Pizzeria.89 

The Tivoli Restaurant.90 

Jimmie’s Coney Island.90 

Captain D’s.90 

Herman & Mary’s.90 

Villa Pizza ..91 

San Remo ..91 

Walts Tap ..91 

Sa-Cha Grinders.91 

Sherlock’s Holme.92 
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Associaiaa? 



Broad St - 1930 



Griffith Park Plata 



45th St 


From the days of Jacob Miller's Shoe Store 
to 1979s New Griffith Park Plaza. Griffith has 
been good for business. And business has been 
good to Griffith. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Griffith was 
founded in 1928 on the premise that a good town 
needs good businesses — businesses that are 
honest, well run. and managed with the com¬ 
munity’s interest at heart. 

For over 50 years your Chamber has existed 
to encourage and develop the philosophy that 
“Cooperation is Progress” and that progress con¬ 
tributes to the community. As we’ve grown from 
a few stores to our present size, we’ve recognized 
our responsibility. Were proud of our towns 
history and our part in it. We like to think of Grif¬ 
fith businesses as one of our town’s important 
assets. 



Broad St. - 1979 


Presented by the hardworking men and women of 

Griffith Chamber of Commerce 


Eaat Rldg* Rd 













“ONE NATION UNDER GOD” 



KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, MARQUETTE COUNCIL, 1400 S. BROAD 



The Town’s Oldest Social 
Service Organization 
(60 Years) 

Veterans Serving 
The Community 
Since 1919 

Griffith Post 66 132 Wiggs Street J, 


To keep faith with those who fought and 
died, we the living will continue to strive for 
the security of'our Nation and the preserva¬ 
tion of the Republic. 



Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Griffith Memorial Post 9982 


301 East Main St. Griffith, IN 
924-9538 

Commander Max Adams 





Automotive 




(\ 


TIRE AND AUTO 

p lb 

Northern Indiana's Best Tire Values 


The Finest Complete Mechanical Service 
Anywhere 

We Do It All For Your Car—Van —Pickup 


Highland 
Ridge & Cline 
923-5700 


... Honestly. 

Hammond 
5800 Hohman 
932-5100 


Griffith Motors 

110 S. Broad St. 
Griffith, IN 


924-5555 


New 

And Used Preowned 
Cars And Trucks 


Happy Birthday Griffith 
John Muresan • Owner 


Congratulations Griffith On YourDiamond Jubilee 


Pat’s Frame & Axle y / SW / /s ^^ 7/\ 

838-0595 

Front End Alignment On All Cars 
— Including Foreign Cars, Light Trucks and Campers 



Griffith 

JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


510 East Ridge Road 
Griffith 
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TUBBS GRIFFITH TEXACO SERVICE 


Griffith Auto Parts 


• Service 

• Quality 

We Stick To It 

Complete 
Machine Shop 
f Service 

Andrew Wilusz - Owner 
Robert Wilusz - Gen. Mgr. 
223 N. Broad St. 924-4919 
Griffith, IN 924-4920 

Daily Hrs. 8 - 6, Sat. 8 - 5 





TUNE-UP - FRONT END WORK 
ENGINE & BRAKE SERVICE 
TOWING SERVICE 

245 Broad Street 
Griffith 
838-7011 

Jerry T ubbs Jack T ubbs 



ATLAS TIRES 


*Je{-Stat Communication a Center 


The Best Of 2-Way Radios 
Quasar T V. 

Video Recorders 
Car Stereos 
Mobile Radios 
Police Scanners 
Auto Paging Alarms 
Police Radar Detectors 


Check Our Special Prices 

• Front End Alignment • Tuneups 

• Wheel Balancing • Batteries 


CONYER’S 


STANDARD 


STRNDRRD 
SERVICE STATION 

Comer Ridge A One Are., Griffith, Ind. Rhone: 838-4236 



RICH FIX. Owner 503 EAST MAIN ST 

MIKE GOODRICH. Manager (219) 924 1770 GRIFFITH. INDIANA 46319 
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Govert & Bridegroom 


BOENDER S 66 SERVICE 


Service Station 



TRANSMISSION REPAIRING & REBUILDING • AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE • AUTO REPAIR SERVICE • RADIATOR 
REPAIRS • FRONT END REBUILDING • TUNE-UP • CARBURETOR 
OVERHAULING • AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE 
NEW MOST SOPHISTICATED FRONT END ALIGNMENT 
ENGINE EXCHANGES • ALTERNATOR SERVICE • REBUILT ENGINES 
TIRES & BATTERIES • BRAKE RELINING • DRUM TURNING 
CLUTCH WORK • WELDING • V W SERVICE 


DAY & NIGHT CALL 


924-4332 



444 N BROAD • GRIFFITH IND 


• Road Service 

• Batteries 

• Ignition 

• Wheel Balancing 


• Motor Tuneup 

• Brake Service 

• Carburetion 

• Minor Repairs 



219 838-9737 
6134 W. 45th AVENUE 
GARY. INDIANA 46408 



Beauty 


•a 

^ Unlimite d 

Hair Care For Men & Women 

217 N. Broad St. 

(iriffith. Indiana 46319 



We’ve made it our business 
to make hair beautiful. 

A total concept with one thought in mind; 
professional, personal, 
and proper hair care. 

We offer free consultation and 
analysis to help 
you find the right style for you. 

When it comes to hair care, 
we feel that you 
deserve the very best! 


Hairstyling for Women and Men 


Congratulations To The 

/\ w/vz 7/\ 

"W 

Griffith 

JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


Call Now For Appointment 


Two Locations 


MasterCharge Accepted 

924-8194 


3311 - 45th Street 220 S. Main 

Highland, Indiana Crown Point, Indiana 

(219)924-4100 (219)663-9450 


217 N. Broad, Griffith 


—55— 




















JIM AND CARL’S BARBER SHOP 


The barber shop was established by Gene 
Dye in 1946 at 125 N. Broad and moved to 
239 N. Broad in 1949. Ralph Rottier worked 
for Gene from 1950 to 1954. Carl Kono- 
pasek. Gene’s son-in-law, joined Gene in 
1954. Gene’s son, Jim Dye joined the busi¬ 
ness in 1958. John Plohg began barbering in 
1961 and worked there until 1975. After 
Gene’s death in 1962, Jim and Carl moved 
their location to 225 N. Broad. They have 
been at this present location since 1965. John 
Canham came to the shop in 1977. Jim and 
Carl would like to thank the people and the 
town of Griffith for 33 great years. We are 
proud to be a part of this town and its 75 
years celebration. 

Jim Dye & Carl Konopasek 
225 N. Broad 924-9553 


Get 

back 

in 

shape? 

it’s as easy 
as 1*2*3! 



Elam* lowers Figure Salons 1977 



Roffler Hair Styles 


Elaine Powers 
Figure Salons 


45th & Cline 
Highland 
924-0100 


Cleaners 


Distinctive Cleaning 



VOGUE, INC. 


Serving Griffith For A Quarter Century. 


Cy & Pat Schaadt 
110W. Main St. 
Griffith, IN 
924-4343 
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CONNIE CASUALS*CONNIE CASUALS *CONNIE CASUALS* 


Griffland Village Cleaners 
and Laundromat 

Cleanliness is Our Business 


• Griffith’s Finest Washers 

• Quality Dry Cleaning And 
Laundromat Facilities 

• Professional Custom Cleaning 


Try us out — you owe it to yourself! 

45th & Cline Ave. 

Highland. Indiana 

In the Strack Van Til Shopping Plaza 


Clothing 


&■ Sboff, 

(The Small Store With Friendly Service) 


• Quality Name Brands 
In Sizes Infants To 14 


Free Gift Wrapping 
• Layaways 
• Gift Certificates 


Hours: 9 To 5, Fri. Til 9 PM 

116 No. Broad Street 
Griffith, IN 46319 
924-1322 




JALS*CONNIE CASUALS'CONNIE CASUALS m 

Latest 

Fashionable 
Apparrel 
For 

Ladies | 

And • 

Juniors 2 

M 

Elizabeth Gountanis J 

and ^ 

Connie Girasin $ 

CONNIE CASUALS s 

-Highland-924-5711 j 

HOURS. 10-9.30 TUE9. A SAT, M 

10-8.30 MON-WED-THURS-fRU ^ 

w 

•CONNIE CASUALS*CONNIE CASUALS*CONN*IE 
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Serving 

GRIFFITH 

for over 
25 years 

JahetjA 


Store For Men 
& 

Young Men 

134N.Broad Street 
924-4912 











106-110 NORTH BROAD, DOWNTOWN GRIFFITH 
SERVING THE GRIFFITH AREA SINCE 1955 


A JUNIOR DEPARTMENT STORE 


In Ladies Apparel We Carry 
Cas-Cob-Russ Togs — Caper Mates 
Pandora — Garland — Movie Star 
We Also Carry Children’s Apparel 
Lingerie — Gifts — Toys — Housewares 


Hardware, Too! 


FREE PARKING IN REAR OF STORE 


Construction 


Brant Construction Company, Inc. 



Designers & Builders of Construction Projects General Construction 


Buildings & Facilities 
Pollution Control Facilities 
Water Treatment Plants for Large Industries 
Pumping Stations for City Sanitary Districts 


Industrial Maintenance Construction 


Construction Management 


Machinery & Equipment Repairing & Relocating 
Heating Furnace Rebuilding 
Other Facilities Repairs 


A General Contractor 

In The State Of Indiana Since July 6, 1956 



3600 Cline Ave. 

Griffith , Indiana 46319 
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219/924-5300 







IIVI 


A Specialized 
Engineering Firm 


Providing Soil Mechanics & 
Foundation Engineering Services 
To The Construction Industry 
Throughout The Midwest 


Test Borings 
Site Evaluation 
Construction Coring 
Petrographic Studies 
Laboratory Testing 

SALISBURY ENGINEERING INC. 

1501 East Main Griffith 
(312) 375-9092 (219) 923-6690 


Financial Institutions 



HOOSIER 
STATE BANK 

OF INDIANA 

Lake Ridge Banking Center 
5974 W. Ridge Road 
923-9295 

wr 


12 Convenient Locations 
931-1212 Member FDIC 


LET 

CITIZENS FEDERAL SAVINGS 
BE yOUR SWINGS PLACE. 


€m 




CrriZENS FEDERAL SAVINGS 

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


310 


155 North Main Straat 
Crown Point, Indiana 
663-4755 


5311 Hohman Avanua 
Hammond. Indiana 
933-0432 


1720-45th Avanua 
Munstar, Indiana 
924-1720 
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Growing with Griffith 



Griffith, Indiana 75th Anniversary 


Calumet National Bank 
915 W. 45th Ave. 
Griffith, Indiana 



Calumet National Bank is proud to be 
“Growing with Griffith.” 

Over the years we have watched Griffith grow and 
prosper and as a corporate citizen we have con¬ 
tributed by offering the latest in service and 
services. 

In this continuing commitment we invite you to 
use our newly expanded Drive-In facilities. We 
have installed the most modern equipment avail¬ 
able while at the same time more than doubling 
our service capacity. 

Stop by today and let us show you how we are 
“Growing with Griffith.” 
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“Your Good Neighbor Bank” 
In Griffith Since 1944 



In 1944 Gary National Bank began 
its branch at Broad and Main St. 
Extensive remodeling was 
completed in 1965. 

Our present staff of 12 is there to 
serve you with 8 lobby windows and 
2 drive-up windows. 



In 1975 the Ridge-Griffith office 
opened at 1203 East Ridge Road. 
Our present staff of 11 is there to 
serve you with 8 lobby windows 
and 5 drive-up lanes. 



Thomas Galovic 

Manager 


GARY 

NATIONAL 

BANK 



GOOD NEIGHBOR BANK 
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GRIFFITH FEDERAL 
SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATION 

510 N. BROAD ST., GRIFFITH, IN. - 924-5950 



★ 

★ 


NEW TWO-LANE 
DRIVE-IN FACILITY 


FULLY AUTOMATED 
DATA PROCESSING 


ASSOCIATION FOUNDED JUNE M, 1937 


Amices (Amiabk: 

★ REGULAR SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

★ CERTIFICATE SAVINGS 
★CHRISTMAS CLUB ACCOUNTS 

★ MORTGAGE LOANS 

★ MONEY ORDERS 
★TRAVELER'S CHECKS 

★ NIGHT DEPOSITORY 
★AMPLE PARKING 
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THE 

MERCANTILE 

NATIONAL 

RANK 

OF INDIANA 


8 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 


5243 Hohman Ave , Hammond 200 West Ridge Rd , Griffith 

3514169th St , Hammond 915 Ridge Rd , Munster 

7227 Calumet Ave , Hammond 2012 North Main St., Crown Point 

7250 Indianapolis Blvd , Hammond 9770 Wicker Ave , St John 

Member F.D.I.C. Phone: 932-8220 


Congratulations Griffith 


Griffith 

JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


From: 


Fir/t .Bank 

OF WHITING 



GRIFFITH OFFICE 

500 N Broad St 
Phone 9?4 - 0800 


Member FDIC 


WHITING • HIGHLAND • DYER PINE ISLAND 











WE SALUTE GRIFFITH FOR 


1959 

75 

1979 

CHARTER 


BOARD OF 

MEMBERS 

v 

DIRECTORS 

Joseph Lee 

I 

Pres. —Frank Poi 

Gadowski 

F 

V. Pres. —Leroy 

Rev. Leo 


Bereolos 

Hildebrandt 

A 

Sec. —Joseph 

Michael A. 

Petrusic 

Verkuilen 

R 

Treas. —Dianne 

Leonard L. Volk 

Berilla 

August P. Plikuhn 

S 

Directors — 

Richard N. Spitz 

Bud Baker 

George 


Eugene Rowe 

Herakovich, Jr. 
Stanley J. 

O 

Ronald Schilling 

Shepkowski 

F 



GROWTH AND PROGRESS 

ST. MARY’S FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
20 Years 



NOT FOR PROFIT — NOT FOR CHARITY — BUT FOR SERVICE 


Ban *Sll]ndiana 




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


Congratulations On The 

A ^IE7 /\ 

'WJT 

Griffith 


JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


9600 Cline 
Highland, Indiana 
738-6060 



Pipes 

Autographs 
Butz-Choquin 
Caminetto 
Castello 
And Others 



pipcnukep 



Tobaccos 

Dunhill 
McBarren’s 
Rattray’s 
Murray’s 
And Others 


Accessories 

Tobacco & Cigar Humidors 
And A Large Selection of Lighters 

Fine Cigars 

All Humified, Factory Fresh 


109 N. Broad, Griffith, IN (219) 924-8070 
2041 Ridge Rd., Homewood, IL (312)798-7979 










Florists 



Handmade Silk Flowers 
Original Ceramic Creations 

GIFTS 

DECORATING 

ACCESSORIES 

WEDDINGS 

PARTIES 

PROMS 


Arlene Stankovich 


Mary Dwan 



Congratulations Griffith 


We Have Been “Growing” With You Since 1923. 

"cAn - <bu , i ” VCcnat 


© 

Lamprecht ^ 

FLORIST-GREENHOUSE 

Your Special Occasion Florist 

*\i4 Famity business For Over. 50 Years" 

Weddings 

Anniversaries 


Parties 

Now In Our 4th Generation 

Or Just To Say “I Love You” 

Special Arrangements In Silk Flowers 

Thank You For Your Patronage 

Dee Pavic 118 N. Broad 

Tom Cille & Family 

924-6533 

• 941 KLEINMAN STREET 

HIGHLAND, INDIANA 44322 
(219) 93S-47B4 












Food Stores 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to the town of 

GRIFFITH 

on its 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 


STRACK AND VAN TIL 
IS PROUD TO BE A PART OF 

THIS FINE COMMUNITY. 



Hammond 


Griffith 


Highland 


Merrillville 


Schererville 





CONGRATULATIONS GRIFFITH 

ON THE 
DIAMOND 


Hr 


Griffith jubilee 


JUBILEE 

1904-1979 



EMSING'S 

SERVICE 


MEATS 



ym Family Slate U VmhImjh GtHhiik 

118 N. Griffith Blvd. Phone 924-4178 Meat Dept. 924-6664 

★ Canq Out Swim ★ Qa|? £asq ^Paifcmq ★ Quirfc (Vk Out ★ hostel Cuti Ctatir* 

★ Jlipsco. ^U/atw 8 9ko« '-Paid 9h<f ★ ^Mcnfq 0>dm Qo Id ★ ^ju ( t ^Ptqks Qnwtd 



We At Patty Cake Wish To Extend 
Our Heartfelt Thanks To A City 
On The Rise. We Hope That We 
May Grow With The Community In 
The Future Years And Serve It 
Well. Happy Birthday. 


Patty-Cake Bakery 
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213 N. Broad 
924-4572 




See Our 


C & R Stationery 

Griffith’s Number 1 Stationery Store 
924-7230 


Selection Of 


Vitamin Supplements 


And Health Specialties 


For the 
wheat, sugar 
salt or 
milk free 
diet 


GENERAL 


c 

R 
I 

F 
F 
I 

T 
H 

HEALTH 

FOODS 


For 

preservative 

and 

chemical 
free foods 


239 N. Brood St., Griffith, Ind. Ph. 924-5600 



Open Mon. thru Fri., 10-6j 
Saturday, 10-5. 


custom CM 

MAM KINO 
IN MCAM 


6 SWe 


School Supplies 
Stationery 
Office Equipment 
Typewriters 
Art Supplies 
Drafting Supplies 


Happy Birthday Griffith! From The Staff At... 

C & R Stationery 
124 N. Broad 





PRODUCE INC. 

WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES 


Congratulations Griffith On Your Diamond Jubilee 


Tom Bakker 


211 WEST MAIN STREET • P.O. BOX 249 • GRIFFITH, INDIANA 46319 


PHONES: (219) 924-8950 
(312) 731-5171 




















Funeral 


KC1IPER FUNERAL HOME 

“We Care” 


923-7800 


FUNERAL GARDENS INC. 



HIGHLAND 

2828 HIGHWAY AVENUE 

EASY ACCESS TO U.S. 6. 

41 A KINGERY EXPRESSWAY 


838-4818 



GRIFFITH 

242 N. GRIFFITH BLVD. 


924-6543 



DYER 

1920 HART STREET 

2 BLOCKS NORTH OF U.S. JO 


865-2881 


4 Generations Of Dependable Service 
3 Locations 

Stop In And See Our Addition Plans For Our Griffith Location 

24 Hr. Ambulance 
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Home Furnishings 

GRIFFITH FURNITURE 

Downtown Griffith 

116 So. Broad Street 
Griffith, Indiana 46319 


Bedroom, Dining Room, And Living Room Furniture 
Complete Line Of Accessories 


Same Location Since 1945 


924-6262 



We Salute the Griffith Diamond Jubilee, 
and We Thank Griffith for its 11 years 
of patronage 


Good Quality Bedding 

Free Delivery/Setup 

Fair Prices — Personalized Service 


2833 Jewett St. 

Highland 923-0484 
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The 


Wm 


3 


mb* 


Idea 

Store.1r^rr4 


Now — NEW Expanded Showrooms! 

Offering 133 Color Coordinated 
and accented room settings 

See Drexel, Thomasuille, and other famous 
qualify names. 

^rnD»Tiwr Gentle Terms 

DECORATING 

SERVICE 769-2446 


7320 Broadway — Merrillville 








Congratulations To Our 
Friends In 
Griffith 

Decorator Service 

QUALITY FINE LAMPS BEDROOMS 

HOME and and 

FURNISHINGS CARPETING BEDDING 




FURNITURE 
STRIPPING 
SERVICE 


• No Hot Lye Dip Tanks 
e No Hot Caustic Soak Tanks 
e No Hot Steam & Caustic 

MAIN STREET BIX 



610 E. Main Griffith 924-1500 

K. B. INTERIORS 


Specializing In Kitchens And Bathrooms 


• Cabinets 

• Vanities 

• Remodeling 


• Picture Framing 

• Medicine Cabinets 

• Hoods 



-HStereo 

Components 


The Home Of The Finest 
Names In Sound 


• FURNITURE • BEDDING • CARPETING 
• APPLIANCES • TV • STEREO 

NATIONALLY ADVERTISED BRANDS 


FREE SET UP 
& DELIVERY 



844-8320 


OPEN MON THUR & FRI EVENINGS 
FREE PARKING ACROSS THE STREET 

VIERK'S HESSVILLE FURNITURE 

6727 KENNEDY AV HAMMOND IN (HESSVILLE) 
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Bang & Olefsen 
Onkyo 
Mitsubishi 
Wintec 


KM Systems 
Micro Seiki 
Spectro Acoustics 
Nagatronics 


And 

Stereo Components Music Machine 
Mobile Disco Service 


Happy Birthday Griffith 
Dave And The Staff 

730 Seberger Drive Munster 

836-8840 
















Home Improvements 


* 


Congratulations on the Diamond Jubilee 

Congratulations Griffith From: 

W 

Griffith 

JUBILEE 

1904-1979 

Art's Furniture Refinishing 


1030 E. Ridge Road 

HARDWARE STORE 

Griffith 923-3565 

Since 1940 At The Same Location 

Gene & Joan Kurzydym 

Celebrating With You — Our First Quarter Century 

120 S. Broad 

Griffith, IN 

924-4102 



WICKES 

LUMBER 



ANNIVERSARY 


Everything You Need In One Place! 


• Plywood 

• Roofing 

• Insulation 

• Doors & Windows 

• Cabinets 


• Plumbing 

• Trusses 

• Floor Covering 

• Paint 

• Heating 


• Hardware 

• Electrical 

• Fencing 

• Paneling 

• Siding 




Wickes 

Lumber 


865-2812 

1861 ROUTE 41 SCHERERVILLE 
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“The Ridge Road Runner” 



Full Service Hardware Store 
Servicing Both Homeowners and Contractors 

6114 W. Ridge Road Griffith 838-3134 
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Griffith’s Complete Fainting and Decorating Service 



* postema 


Pa int and fl° or c0¥er ing 

405 E. RIDGE ROAD 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 46319 
PHONE 838-2050 


Floor Covering 

Carpeting 

Wallpaper 

Paints 

Service 

Happy Birthday Griffith From Herman, Tim, And Ruth 


Offering complete 
medical service . . . 

Lakeridge Medical Center 

1573 NORTH CLINE AVENUE - GRIFFITH, INDIANA 46319 
Telephone 923-2000 

Dr. Lester J. Daros 
Dr Wilbur Downing 
Dr. Claude Foreit 
Dr. Jerome March 
Dr. Daniel Motyka 
Dr. Larrie Rinck 
Dr. Henry Frazzini 
Dr. O’Satin 
Dr. Harold Koffman 
Dr. Harold Katzen 
Dr. Melvin Keer 
Dr. Nadine Keer 
Dr. Jeffrey Stynowick 


Insurance 


Herbert E. Schumann 


STATE FARM 



INSURANCE 

_ 


As a member of one of Griffith’s Original 
families, we’re proud to participate in the 
Jubilee. My maternal grandfather, Jacob Helfen, 
would be proud of the town in which he was 
born and raised, if he could see what you’re 
doing now. 



CHUCK GARD 

Auto Life Health 


Congratulations On The 

w 

Griffith 

JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


9219 Indianapolis Blvd. 
Highland 
838-5599 


Home and Business 

111 S. Broad St. Griffith 

924-5020 

Since 1953 
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E 

REALTOR* 


What Jacob Miller started selling fire insurance to 
the few local residents in 1882 he couldn’t have 
known where it would lead — but he might have 
guessed. That’s because he was a man of incredible 
vision when he became Northwestern Indiana’s first 
insurance agent. 

Later, when his son-in-law George P. Spitz, joined 
him in the business it included real estate and Life 
Insurance and was serving a wider and more varied 
clientele. With the addition of George P. we received the 
name we bear today, Spitz & Miller. Later we grew 
through the additions of other family members, Ben 
Miller in 1927, Leo Miller in the 1930’s, and Herbert 
Spitz in the 1940’s. 

From those years to the present third generation of 
George E. Spitz and Richard Miller we’ve grown 
because we’ve never lost sight of Jacob’s purpose — 
to be of service to our neighbors when they need us. 



A family business that understands your family's needs. 


Spitz & Miller Insurance - Realtors 

101 W. Columbia - Griffith. Indiana 46319 - Phone 219 924 8700 

Northwest Indiana's Oldest Agency — Established 1882 
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Look For This Sign! 




It means not only the best insurance, but the most careful! serving 
of your needs. When you have a loss and need help, we are there 
to provide it for you personally. 

See us or call us for your personal — home — business 
insurance. 

No one or no business has quite the same risks or insurance needs 
because no one is exactly like you. 

Let us design an insurance program just for you. 



Manta & Hurst Associates 

3026 45th St. Highland, IN 46322 (219)924-4500 






Jewelers 


75 Years 



Griffith Jubilee 
1904-1979 


31 Years 



Griffith Jewelers 
1948-1979 


And Now Bigger And Better At Our New Location 

(Formerly Griffith Federal S&L Building) 

125 N. Broad Street All The Complete Services You Would Expect 


Happy 

Birthday 


Griffith 



C.L.S. JEWELERS 

1532 No. Arbogast Griffith, IN 46319 
(219)838-3636 


Happy Birthday Griffith From 
Griffith Used Book Shop 


The Oldest Used Book Store In Lake County. 
Serving Griffith Patrons For 
13 Years 

In Griffith s Oldest Building. 



246 S. Broad St. 
Griffith, IN 
924-8243 

Mrs. Emerson Barker - Prop. 
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Liquors 



Party Liquors 
404 N. Broad St. 
Griffith 
924-2055 


Largest & 
Best Variety 
Beer 
Wine 
Liquor 



Party Liquors 
One Stop 
Party 
Shopping 



Open 

Monday 

Thru 

Saturday 


Congratulations Griffith on your 75th year and may there be many more 
Your cordial managers. John & Connie Racich 


WE HELP KEEP GRIFFITH’S SPIRITS HIGH! 



Mike & Judy Bridges 

THE LIQUOR STORE WITH THE BEST NAME IN TOWN 


GRIFFITH LIQUORS 121 E. MAIN ST., GRIFFITH 
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Manufacturing 



La Salle Steel Company 

Fluid Power Division 


Best Wishes On 
The Diamond Jubilee 


Griffith 


JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


1045 E. Main St., Griffith 
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AMERICAN 

CHEMICAL 


SERVING 

GRIFFITH 


/\ VmS 7/\ 

Griffith 

JUBILEE 

I9D4-I979 



ICC 2981 Moving 6 Storage Co. ICC 2934 


Accurate Estimates Without Obligation 

• Local And Long Distance 
Moving - Packing - Storage 

• Office Moving 

• Overseas Shipping 

• Containerized Storage 

• Electronic Equipment Moving 

We've Been Helping 
Families Move Since 1892 

5260 Cleveland 
-so-Merrillville 


980-4474 





































Pharmacy 


You’ll Always Save More 
On What You're Looking For At 

9626 Cline Avenue 



V CANDIES 


We Salute The 

IT 

Griffith 


JUBILEE 

1904-1979 



GRIFFITH ®*HS£ 

Z&a&yie&n CZge+tcy 


Congratulations On The 


Griffith 


JUBILEE 

1904-1979 


John Schreiner RPh 
Paul Schreiner RPh 


120 N BROAD ST GRIFFITH. IND 46319 


PHONE 924-6600 

“Your Friendly Drug Center” 


SHaxuLa^ 


PHONE 924-4893 


100 S. 8R0AD ST. 


PKAMMCV I 

DISCOUNT otUC 
STOIC 


GRIFFITH, IND. 


We Honor: 


Aetna Insurance Plan 
PAID Insurance Plan 





Pank 

Phanmacij. 

515 E. GLEN PARK STREET 
GRIFFITH, IND. 46319 

PHONE: 838-5007 

• • • 

3700 W. 80th LANE 
MERRILLVILLE, IND. 46410 

PHONE: 738-2277 

7u»o Location* to Save Ifou Bettei' 


—81— 




























Plumbing, Heating & Electrical 


JACK’S HEATING 
AND 

AIR CONDITIONING 


Jack Burbridge, proprietor 

ENERGY SAVING SYSTEMS 

FURNACES HUMIDIFIERS 

AIR CONDITIONERS ELECTRIC AIR PURIFIERS 
WINDOW AIR CONDITIONERS 



Serving All Makes & Models 
Serving All The Lake Suburban Area 


45th & Cline 
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924-5545 









AUSTGEN ELECTRIC INC. 

Childers Heating & Air 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

Conditioning 

Residential, Commercial, Light Industry 

Central Air Conditioning 

Gas, Oil & Electric Furnaces 

CRANE RENTAL 

Electrostatic Air Cleaners 

Power Humidifiers 


Heat Pumps 

Trenching & Trailer Spotting — 80 ft. Max. 

Free Estimates 

PULL IT — PUSH IT 


DIG IT 

24 Hour Service 

LET AUSTGEN DO IT! 

All Brands Serviced 

924-7528 

Fully Licensed Bonded 

1010 Reder Griffith 

972-9486 

Leathers Plumbing 

Since 1942 

Terpstra Brothers 

TE8-2302 

TRUCKING 

New Work & Repairs 

Sewers Rodded 

Congratulations On The 

Trenching 

Water Heaters 


HE. 


Griffith 


JUBILEE 

If no answer, call 

1904-1979 

Robert Ross Bill Bannon 

Best Wishes For The Next 

Highland 838-7335 Highland 838-3592 


25 Years 

2641 Highway Ave. — Highland 

Jim & Sylvia 
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Recreation 




NORTHWEST INDIANA’S HEADQUARTERS 
FOR SMALL POWER EQUIPMENT 


Motorcycles Tractors 

Snow Blowers Lawn Mowers 


The Widest Selection in Boats & Accessories 

We Service What We Sell 
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TRAVEL AGENCIES, INC. 

815 EAST RIDGE ROAD — GRIFFITH, IND. 


'W 

Griffith 


JUBILEE 

I90A-079 


980-8600 


“V. 


oyacjer 


880 WEST 61ST AVE. 

• WHITE HEN PANTRY PLAZA" 

KITTY-CORNER FROM ROSS CLINIC 
MERRILLVILLE, INDIANA 



923-4500 


“U 


oyayer 


II 


815 EAST RIDGE ROAD 
"RIDGE RD AT THE MANSARDS " 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 


tyoomib $nc. 



Rt 51 & U S 30 
3Vi M East of I 65 on 30 
Hobart 942 0548 


167th and Kennedy 
Hammond. Indiana 

844 4400 










SBom/ 

fj&iena 

SPaneb 

135 N. Broad Griffith, Indiana 46319 

Summer Leagues 
Winter Leagues 
Full Line Of Bowling Supplies 

Be Sure To Visit . .. 

0 

The Spare Room Lounge 
135 N. Broad, Griffith 

924-9528 


Cruise Master - the mini-home 
with the big difference* 


Through the vast jungle of 
models and brands of 
minl-motorhomes, the 
one with the big 
difference is Cruise 
Master, the one 
that gives you more 
for much less. 



It’s Cruise Master with the big difference — 
look for it in the price tag! 


•(psst! look for it in 
the price tag) 


CLAYTON’S 

TRAILER SALES 

U.S. 41 & MAIN STREET SCHERERVILLE, In. 

— __ 322-4205 


^GEOFOE BOV N/1FG.. IMC 
'tine motcrhonne people' 


G & G HOBBIES 

108 E. MAIN ST. GRIFFITH. IND. 46319 

MODEL AIRPLANES 
TRAINS H.O. & N 
RC EQUIPMENT 
ROCKETS 
PLASTICS 
BOATS 


Store Hours 
DAILY 9:30 - 7:30 P.M. 
SAT. 9:30 - 6:00 P.M. 
Closed Sunday 


Ed Gradek L-arry gradek 

PH. 219-924-6666 


Congratulations Griffith 
On Your 

"W 

Griffith 

JUBILEE 

1904-1979 

Smith, Hilbrich, 
Cunningham & Schwerd 

Attorneys at Law 

924-2424 

2637 - 45th Ave. 
Highland, Indiana 46322 











Family Restaurant 


Restaurants 


Pancakes & Steaks 
Salad Bar 
Sinai 48 Products 
Lox & Bagels 


Join us anytime, 24 hours a day for family food and fun! 
Your Hosts Bill And Roseann Quilling 

Congratulate Griffith On Its 75th. 

222 East Ridge Road 
Griffith 


House of Pizza 

106 S. Broad St. Located Downtown Griffith 

924-6000 

“Gyros Our Specialty” 


LUIGIS 


PUe 924-6232 



• ITALIAN BEEF 

• POLISH SAUSAGE 

• HOT DOGS 

• CHILI DOGS 

• FAMILY CHICKEN 

DINNERS 

• REGULAR OR THICK 

& CHEWEY PIZZA 



• TACOS 

• SHRIMP 

• CHICKEN 

• F1SHACH1PS 

• FRIED MUSHROOMS 

• HOMEMADE 

COLESLAW 

• SUBMARINE 

SANDWICHES 


WE DELIVER 

CARRY OUT or Order at Barron's 
thru "THE HOLE IN THE WALL" 

Chicken Sandwiches 

Fish Pizza 

Shrimp 

Individual or Family Style Orders 


119 N. Griffith Blvd. 
4 PM To Midnight 


FAST PIPING HOT DELIVERY 

MON SAT 4 PM MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 4 PM 11 PM 
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TWO GREAT WAYS TO GO! 



COCKTAILS ENTERTAINMENT 
FAMILY DINING 

105 BROAD ST., GRIFFITH 


Jf. 


'Mi 


nr 


asZfflCZ RESTAURANT 

10 IN BROAD ST GRIFFITH 

^ Open All Night Fri. & Sat. 


BREAKFAST 

LUNCHES 

DINNERS 

SPECIALS 


101 N. BROAD ST.. GRIFFITH 



Dairi| 
Queen 



Congratulations Griffith 
On The Diamond Jubilee 
The Schultz Family 

225 W. Ridge, Griffith 


Hrs. 11 AM - 11 PM 


March Thru October 
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^-IOO ROLL HUTt-U 

1207 E. RIDGE ROAD - GRIFFITH-1- 


-j-(1/2 BLOCK 


CK WEST OF RIDGE CimcnnMf_- 

^ 923-7170 


T 


HOME OF THE 
GIANT EGG ROLL 
EAT IN OR CARRY OUT 

OVER 80 OF YOUR 
FAVORITE DELICIOUS 
BUTTERFLY SHRIMP b^q ribs 
‘ FRIED WON TON CHO p SUEY 

(Chinese Ravioli) FRIED RICE 

EGG FOO YUNG 


CHINESE 

IE! 


PHONE IN YOUR ORDER 

IT WILL BE READY TO PICK UP WHEN YOU ARRIVE 

HOURS: Monday thru Thursday 11:30 A M. TO 10:00 P.M. 
Friday & Saturday 11:30 A M. TO 11 
Sunday Noon thru 10PM 


























Ye Old Town Saloon 


Ye Old Town Pizza 
924-9692 

Introducing The New Delicious 


Located On Site Of One Of Griffith's Earliest Inns 

A Saloon 

For Family And Friend 
Get Togethers 

7:00 AM To 3:00 AM 


Serbian Homemade Pizza 


Open Monday Thru Saturday 
4:00 PM Til Midnight 
Eat In Or Carry Out 


Danny & Olga Grozdanich 
139 South Broad Street 
Griffith 



Appetizers 

Pasta 

Chicken 

Veal 


Seafood 

Steaks 

Sandwiches 


And Of Course 


PIZZA 


BEER AND WINE 

1528 ARBOGAST, GRIFFITH, IN. 

PHONE: 972-2900 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Treat Your Tastebuds At Our Highland Locations: 
2833 Highway Aue., Highland Phone: 923-4900 
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Jimmie’s Coney Island Restaurant 

More Than Just Hot Dogs 
We’re A Great Little Restaurant 

With Complete Dinners 
Breakfast 
Carry-outs 
Daily Specials 

Pleasant Atmosphere 


Rosella & Warren Rosen 
Hassel & Jim Tarlton 

905 N. Broad 
Griffith 
838-5535 



Complete Dinners/Cocktail Lounge 
Banquet Facilities Available 7 Days A Week 
Up To 75 People 


SEAFOOD 

HAMBURGERS 

CHICKEN 

For Family Economy 

101 Ridge Road 
Griffith 



• Steaks 

• Sea Food 

• Chops 

• Chicken 


• Weddings • Parties ‘Meetings 
Carry Outs 

Pizza Carry Outs After 4 PM 

924-4850 924-9685 

216 S. Broad, Griffith, IN 

Hours 

Tues Thru Thurs. 11 AM — 11 PM Closed Sunday and Monday 

Fri & Sat. 11 AM — 12 PM Except For Banquets & Wedding: 
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villa 

pizza 

Pizza 

Pizza-In-A-Pan 

Sandwiches 

Dinners 

PHONE 924-5450 

333 N. Broad Griffith, IN 


Walts Tap 

Dinner Served Friday — Saturday 
4 — 9 PM 

Sandwiches Served Daily Until 1 AM 

“Molly Burgers Our Specialty” 

Closed Sunday 

3447 .45th Highland 


San Remo Restaurant 

Serving This Area For 34 Years 

A1 Sweet And Family 


San Remo 



RESTAURANT-LOUNGE 

Open Daily 11 AM 112 E. Ridge Road 

Sunday 12 - 8 PM Griffith 838-6000 



Grinders 


HOAGIES SUBMARINES 

Ask Us About Party Trays 

c !& 924 8500 '% 

112 W. Main 
Griffith, IN 
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SOB’S SPEAKEASY 
Dining & Drinking In A 
Unique Atmosphere of 1930 
211 S. East St. 

Crown Point 
662-1530 



EAT 
APE 

Enterprises 


THE BALLROOM 
Elegant Banquet Facilities 
Up To 250 
220 S. Main St. 
Crown Point 
663-3015 


And Now In Griffith ... 



GjtyMJ 4 tywt! 


Private Party Facilities Accomodating Up To 70 

921 W. 45th Ave. 

Griffith 

924-2200 
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THE GRIFFITH SHOPPER 

Your "Silent Salesman" 

Your ad message reaches over 15,800 homes every week. 

The GriffHh Shopper assires you of efficient, effective coverage 
of Griffith, Schererville, Highland, New Elliott, Ross and Rural Routes, 
plus additional areas. 

Coverage Where It Counts! 

Like The Best Things in life ...THE GRIFFITH SHOPPER is FREEI 



142 S. BROAD ST., GRIFFITH, IN. 46319 • PHONE (219) 924-5631 


Congratulations on the Diamond Jubilee 

— the Laich Family 

Jeanne’s School of Dance Marion Laich Building Contractors 

1535 N. Cline Griffith 
838-2813 
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"RCFSt-COLA" AMO '‘RC^ST* ARC ftCOItTCRED TRADEMARKS OF P*P*ICo, IMC. 



An 1C Industries Company 


9300 Calumet Avenue 
Munster. Indiana 46321 






Mansard Apartment Community and Racquet Club. Griffith. Indiana 


Uhe <y\\ansarJls 

Mansard Apartment Community 
And Racquet Club, Griffith, Indiana 


“Living At The Mansards... 

Is Like Taking A Vacation At Home ” 
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Congratulations to Griffith on the First 75 Years 


from the Producers of this Book: 


GARMAN 

PRINTING 

■ company, incl 



1104 W. Chicago Ave. 
East Chicago, IN 46312 

(312) 734-6651 
(219) 397-1985 


U#w S+e a l*rinU>r?—4'aU f i-Hf*// i omv S++ ton 

AD CRAFT PRINTERS, 

769-1660 or Call Collect 

3201 East 83rd Place Merrillville, IN 46410 


EST. 1909 



3Z ef lections, *3nc. 

S^dvertiting Ptjotoqrnptjij 

yAudio 2* itual production i 

Griffith, Indiana 46319 
OFFICE (219)- 923 - 3070 
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Congratulations To Griffith On The Diamond Jubilee 


Griffith Ready Mixed Concrete, Inc. 

Division Of Ozinga Bros., Inc. 



Proud to be a part of the community for 32 years 


Serving Customers From Two Locations 


Griffith — 1108j:ast Main — 924-2607 
Portage — Rt 149, 3 U mi So. Of CIS 20 







